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The alarm has sounded, what canyou do?
Boy, are we using up trees this month. Things are happening tor and his parishioners, we have the right to speak, as well.
Contacting our congressmen and senators is ever so impor—
so fast for the civil rights of gays and lesbians in this great
tant
now, both at the federal and state level, to let them know our
daily.
almost
them
update
and
stories
pull
to
have
we
nation,
opinion on changing the Constitution of the United States to ban
Bad thing? No. Good thing? Yes.
When has the gay and lesbian population been so "out same—sex marriages and all similar acts. However, putting a face
there" for the world to see? We are proudly on the news on tel— on our gay and lesbian community is the way to reach our allies,
evision, on the front pages of the newspapers and on the so they, too, can contact their congressmen and senators, as
tongues of our political leaders, elected and campaigning, not well. How do we do that? Everyday. When the opportunity aris—
to mention at least in the thoughts of our fellow citizens, regard— es, just be honest with those you work with, with your family, with
your friends, with the servers, with the sales clerks, with
less of sexual orientation.
Can‘t you hear it? The alarm clock is sounding; our time is whomever you come in contact with. Not that you have to
preach, but casually correct errors about gay culture (who is the
here. Now is the time to be all you can be.
man and who is the woman, is a great misconception by many
First, let us be proud. The days of hiding in shame are gone.
Our interviews with some of our gay seniors in this issue of ignorant of the culture.) or letting someone know your spouse is
Family & Friends evidences that point. Let us be empowered by of the same—sex as you. You get the picture.
Recently, a new reader of Family & Friends showed us that
the blood and tears that gays and lesbians who have gone
before us have shed. Remember Matthew Shepard and let us do some in the straight world have not a clue about the gay and
all we can so that no other young gay man or lesbian is ever lesbian world, much less the transgender world. One comment
was, "They are doctors, too?" referring to gays and lesbians.
beaten to death because of homophobia.
Second, let us not judge each other. If one person is com— Another comment, "What does ‘on the down low‘ mean?" We
fortable standing up and announcing to the general public that each have the ability to gently educate. And as the uneducat—
they are gay, in love and want to spend the rest of their life with ed get to know more, and get to know us as individuals, the
their same—sex partner, so be it. But, those who are not comfort— black and white suddenly turns gray and the arguments
able doing so should respect the right of the bolder ones to do become less important.
And, of course, if push comes to shove, we, as the
so. Likewise, those who are bolder, shouldn‘t condemn those
Memphis/Mid—South gay and lesbian community, could be sure
who are still shy about their sexuality.
Recently, the World Overcomers again paid big bucks to run a the rest of our city knows who we are — how about all gays and
half—page ad in The Commercial Appeal condemning homosexu— lesbians calling in sick (remember, some consider homosexual—
ity a disease) for the same three days straight. Hmmm, sorry Mr.
ality in a scriptural sort of way. Some people got a little ticked
about that, and that is okay. Remember, we do live in a country Smith, that operation isn‘t going to happen ... the doctor, the
with the freedom of speech. Let us not condemn this church body nurse and the radiologist have all called in sick. Mr. Jones, you‘ll
and pastor for placing this ad, it is their right to do so. And it is our have to figure out what to do; your lawyer, the clerks and quite a
right, should we have the funds to do so, to run an ad as well, few of the sheriff‘s deputies have called in sick. Hope the judge
whether it is refuting their scriptural condemnation (which is use— is lenient. Yes, and Mrs. Brown, that flight has been canceled;
less, as they have already made up their mind and proved it with the pilot, several air—traffic controllers and some of the ticket
the cash they spent on the ad), print pictures of gay families so agents are not at work. And, you can forget about getting your
the readership can see what gay families look like, or do any hair done for the weekend.
Our point is this: What can you do? The time is now; we can‘t
number of ingenuous things to paint a positive picture of the gay
and lesbian community. And, sure as that will tick off this fine pas— wait any longer.
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War
The war has begun.
Bush wants to amend the Constitution. For only
the 17th time in the history of our nation (beyond the original 10
amendments known as the Bill of Rights).
To permanently ban same—sex marriage.
To permanently and fundamentally make gays and lesbians
second class citizens.
Our fight now moves to Congress and, later, to the 50 state
legislatures. All 535 members of Congress and the 7,000—plus
state representatives and senators would vote on this.
A constitutional amendment has to pass Congress with a two—
thirds vote and be ratified by three—fourths of the state legislatures.
There is no middle ground here.
Each one of these nearly 8,000 elected officials is either for
us or against us. If they vote with us 90 percent of the time but
oppose full equal rights, they are against us.
Our task — and our legacy to generations of gays and les—
bians that will come after us — is to get these 535 congress—
members and these 7,000—plus state legislators to oppose mak—
ing us permanent, second—class citizens.
Any other gay cause you‘ve ever been involved in in the
United States of America pales next to this one. The President
has declared war on us.
San Francisco lives
More than one observer has pronounced San Francisco over.
I‘ve been heard to say that the over—hyped city by the bay has
become a caricature of itself.
Well, no more. San Francisco is back on the map. And new
Mayor Gavin Newsom gets all the credit.
3,227 (at press time) — count ‘em, 3,227! — same—sex mar—
rages. Performed at City Hall. Marriage licenses in hand.
These have been the wackiest weeks in U.S. gay history.
Of course, the state of California is saying it won‘t register the
marriages because San Francisco altered the marriage—license
application forms. And Governator Arnold Schwarzenegger
ordered Attorney General Bill Lockyer to hop like a bunny and
stop S.F.‘s alleged lawbreaking, calling it "a dangerous path
(that) leads to anarchy."
"Maybe the next thing is another city that hands out licenses
for assault weapons, and someone else hands out licenses for
selling drugs. I mean, we can‘t do that," Schwarzenegger said.
"When | was in San Francisco for the Republican convention, all
of a sudden we see riots and we see protests and we see peo—
ple clashing. The next thing we know is there are injured or there
are dead people, and we don‘t want to have that."
Saw what, Arnie? Somebody has laced your cigars with more
than tobacco, dude.
Lockyer wasn‘t amused.
"The governor can direct the Highway Patrol," Lockyer respond—
ed. "He can direct the next Terminator 4 movie if he chooses. But
he can‘t direct the attorney general in the way he‘s attempted to do."
Still, Lockyer, a Democrat, said he will do his job and defend
California‘s ban on same—sex marriage.
San Francisco responded with a lawsuit accusing the state of
violating numerous provisions of California‘s Constitution and
laws concerned with gender discrimination, sexual—orientation
discrimination, equal protection, liberty, privacy and due process.
This will get way more interesting before anything resembling
a resolution comes about.

Loving Richie
In my old home of Chicago, Mayor Richard Daley kicks some
ass, telling reporters he has "no problems ... at all" with same—
sex marriage, and suggesting County Clerk David Orr should
issue same—sex marriage licenses if he wants to.
Orr responded that he‘s "game to looking at options. ... I‘m
fed up with people being discriminated against because of their
sexual orientation," he said.
In taking his stance, Daley — who ordinarily speaks in stream—
of—consciousness sentence fragments that can‘t be punctuated
— was surprisingly eloquent.
"A lot of people are opposed to it. So be it," Daley said. "But
again, you have to point out the strength of this community —
they‘re your doctors, your lawyers, your journalists, politicians.
they‘re someone‘s son or daughter, they‘re someone‘s mother or
father. They‘re parents. And | have been with them, they‘ve
adopted children, they have wonderful children. And to me, we
have to understand this is part and parcel of our families and
extended families. ... They love each other just as much as any—
one else. They believe that the benefits that they don‘t have,
they should have. And so I have a very open mind on it."
Daley got downright testy when a reporter suggested same—
sex marriage might undermine traditional marriage.
"Marriage has been undermined by divorce," he shot back. "So
don‘t tell me about marriage. You‘re not going to lecture me about
marriage, or anyone else. People should look at their own life and
look in their own mirror. | think marriage has been undermined for
a number of years, if you look at the facts and figures on it. So don‘t
blame the gay, lesbian,transgender, transsexual community."
Daley has rocked on gay issues for 15 years. He made up his
stubborn mind about us long ago, and he‘s nothing if not consistent.
No slack
Hopefully New Jersey‘s Supreme Court, the next one that is
likely to legalize same—sex marriage, has learned its lesson by
watching Ontario and Massachusetts.
Massachusetts delayed its ruling from taking effect for six
months and the result was the chaos we see now. The ruling
from Ontario‘s highest court, on the other hand, took effect
immediately last summer, and same—sex weddings took place
later that day at Toronto City Hall.
The gay marriages in Canada have not been without contro—
versy but nothing has unfolded even remotely similar to the
ongoing circuses in Massachusetts and Washington, D.C.
Civil poop
| used to like the idea of civil unions back in the days when
Vermont bravely created them, but now I‘m sick of the phrase
because of all the politicians opposing same—sex marriage but
saying they support civil unions.
"Civil unions" has become just another way of saying, "You‘re
second—class citizens and we want to keep it that way."
To quote the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court, "The
history of our nation has demonstrated that separate is seldom,
if ever, equal."
The time has arrived. Full equality.
Rex Wockner has reported news for the gay press since 1985. His
work has appeared in more than 200 gaypublications. He has a B.A. in
journalism from Drake University, startedhis careerasa radio reporterand
has written extensivelyforthe mainstream media, as well. His opinions do
not necessarily represent those ofFamily & Friends Magazne orits staff.
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BY ANITA MOYT
managing editor
With white roses in hand, 18
couples (12 homosexual and six
heterosexual) renewed their
vows of unity at Neshoba
Unitarian Universalist Church‘s
Marriage Event, on Valentine‘s
Day, Feb. 14.
As the couples and guests
arrived, they were met with the
sounds of African drums.
Reverends
Jean
Rowe,
Neshoba UUC; Martha Brahm,
Prescott Baptist Church, and
Timothy Meadows, Holy Trinity
Community
Church,
were
included in the service; howev—
er, it was Rev. Rowe, co—chair of
the event, who offered the mar—
riage vows.
Also speaking was event
organizer and co—chair Anthony
Culver and Attorney Susan
Mackenzie. Wanda and Brenda
Henson, of Camp Sister Spirit in
Mississippi, were unable to
attend at the last minute.
Music was provided by Mary
Jane Adams, bass guitar; Lynn
Sharman, guitar, and Jody
Carroll McClendon, keyboards,
as well as a duet by Nick Banks
and McClendon.
A champagne reception fol—
lowed the service. Two men stat—
uettes topped one cake, two
women statuettes topped anoth—
er cake and a man and woman
figurine topped a third cake.
Rev. Brahm pointed out that
relationships of marriage do not
automatically grow because they
have been blessed by the gov—
ernment and/or the clergy.
"Gay and lesbian singles and
couples need and want full
recognition and inclusion in civil
society," Rev. Rowe said. "Civil
marriage rights are a civil right.
And civil marriage rights are the
only way that couples who have
made a lifelong commitment can
fully protect themselves and
their children.
For pictures of the event see

page 13.
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Okay, so we tried something that didn‘t quite turn out as
expected. The "it" we‘re referring to is our attempt to publish mid—
month as opposed to the beginning of the month. We tried this
experiment, if you will, for a couple of reasons: one, because our
printer prints a lot of monthly publications and everyone wants
their publication printed at the beginning of the month, which
makes for some serious overloading at the "plant," and two,
because we thought perhaps staggering Memphis‘s two GLBT
publications (the Triangle Journal News is the other) would pro—
vide more up—to—date news to our community if the news were
being published every two weeks.
Well, when we make a mistake we admit it. While the change
wasn‘t too difficult for us, apparently it was confusing to say the
least to a few of our advertisers and organizations. So, with that
said, you can begin to look for your copy of FAMILY & FRIENDS
around the first of each month from here on out. Deadline for
submission of stories, press releases, news and photographs for
the April 2004 issue is Friday, March 19.
WELCOME BOWLERS to the annual ST. PATRICK‘S INVITA—
TIONAL (BOWLING) TOURNAMENT, set for the weekend of March
12—14 at Bartlett Lanes on Stage Road. Bowlers come from near and
far, the far being states such as Georgia, Indiana, Connecticut,
Oregon, Oklahoma, Mississippi, Alabama and Nebraska, to attend
this annual event. This year, Family & Friends is proud to be among
the sponsors of this weekend of fun and fellowship.
Giving our elders the RESPECT and HONOR they so
deserve is the driving force behind some of the stories you‘ll find
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in this issue. Affectionately referred to as our "GAY AND GRAY"
series, these stories will highlight a number of our "silver seniors"
in the coming months.
APRIL 8 TO 11 are the dates set for THE 16TH GULF
COAST WOMYN‘S SISTER CAMP at CAMP SISTER SPIRIT
located near Hattiesburg, Miss. Any woman interested in sharing
her talents on stage, giving a workshop or planning an event, not
to mention attending this annual women‘s festival, are asked to
contact Camp Sister Spirit at P.O. Box 12, Ovett, MS 39464 or
by email at SisterSpir@aol.com.
Congratulations to LINDA JONES on receiving the first FAM—
ILY & FRIENDS VISIONARY AWARD for her five years of serv—
ice to the Mystic Krewe of Memphis United. This award honors
her as one of the founding members of this organization which
took steps toward unifying our GLBT community and its straight,
gay—friendly allies. (For more, see page 26.)
CIRQUE DU SOLEIL officials have decided, with influence from
Lambda Legal and the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunities
Commission, among others, to reinstate acrobatic performer
MATTHEW CUSICK, 32, who was fired by the international enter—
tainment company in 2003, because he was HIV—positive.
According to the United Press International, Jan. 23,
DAVID PALMER, 66, of the rock band JETHRO TULL, is now
DEE PALMER.
OUT OF THE CLOSET.TV will bring KEVIN‘S ROOM, the
African—American series addressing such things as homosexu—
ality, bisexuality and HIV/AIDS, to its website on April 12. Check
out this most interesting website, which is chocked full of films,
series and talk shows that are just a click away.
Although Family & Friends did not have the privilege to meet
ERIN FRANKLIN, we do express our deepest sympathies for
her loss to her family and friends, especially those at the
Memphis Gay and Lesbian Community Center where she vol—
unteered her time.
Family & Friends would like to thank the following people for
putting a face on the gay marriage issue for the media, and, in
doing so, let the mainstream world know a little more about our
community, and that we "don‘t bite:" GARY WILKERSON & KENT
HAMSON (The Commercial Appeal, Feb. 15; The Advocate, Feb.
17 issue); CARMEN AND JENNIFER (WMC—TV Channel 5, Feb.
19), and JOHN AND JAMES (FOX Channel 13 News).
Congratulations on a successful first Mardi Gras Ball by THE
MYSTIC KREWE OF PEGASUS and a successful fifth Mardi
Gras Ball by THE MYSTIC KREWE OF MEMPHIS UNITED.
Pictures are on pages 40 and 27, respectfully.
Although not a ball in the sense of Pegasus or Memphis
United, THE NOBLE KREWE OF HATHOR held a wonderful
evening of Mardi Gras—themed partying on Fat Tuesday, Feb. 24.
For pictures of the event, see page 31. You can look for Hathor‘s
big affair this fall. In the meantime, Hathor has lots of great items
up for bid at its SILENT AUCTION set for Saturday, March 13, 6
to 9 p.m. at the Church Health Center‘s Hope and Healing
Center, located at 1115 Union Avenue in Memphis. The center is
the beneficiary of the proceeds from the auction. For more infor—
mation, go online to www.kreweotfhathor.com/silentauction.
With all the winds of change that are happening in our gay
and lesbian world, there is at least one thing we can all do, clos—
eted or not — VOTE. Every VOTE is important, especially yours.
So, if you haven‘t registered to vote yet, or need to update your
voter registration information, check out page 59 in this issue.
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&

RICHARD

Richard "Ruth Ann" Martin, 61, and Jim "Daddy" Norcross, 70,
have been together 29 years. They met at a bar in Dallas, Texas,
on Labor Day 1975. At the time, Martin was a resident of Dallas;
Norcross was visiting as a salesman with the Lovable Brassier
Company and attending a convention at the city‘s Apparel Mart.
But first, let us digress to the lives of two gay men, one in
Pennsylvania and one in Missouri.
Martin, who was born in Brynmawr, Penn., near Philadelphia,
told Family & Friends about his experience, at the age of 16 or
17, of coming out to his parents. His mother knew it, basically by
a mom‘s intuition. His father did not.
"My father was a big—wig at Bethlehem Steel," Martin began.
"He worked his way up. He told us (me and my brothers) we
needed to work in the coal mines." That was something Martin
refused to do.
Even after they left home, Martin and his siblings were still
under the iron fist of their father.
"We were all expected to be at the family home for dinner at
5 p.m. each Sunday," Martin said. "After dinner, the custom was
for the men to retire to the library for brandy and smokes and the
women cleared the table and cleaned up."
One Sunday, Martin had a revelation for his family. Martin had
reached a decision in his own mind.
"You can‘t tell me what to do," Martin thought toward his
father and his controlling ways.
At the end of one of the Sunday meals, Martin stood up at the
table and announced, "Before we go into the library | have something
to say." Martin announced to his family that he was a homosexual.
His father‘s response couldn‘t have been more harsh.
"From this day forward I have no son named Richard," Martin‘s
father addressed the rest of the family at the table. His father had
disowned his gay
son, literally. And,
what is more, he for—
bid any of his siblings
to have any contact
with Martin at the risk
that they, too, would
be cut off from the
rest of the family, not
to mention the fami—
ly‘s assets.
"My mother had a
personal
maid,"
Martin
continued,
explaining his vain
de
attempts to contact
Jim, top, and Richard in 1980, in the
his father. "(One
time) I tried to con—
home of Kathy Webb in Little Rock.

tact my father by
phone. The maid
answered. | could
hear my father in the
background.
She
came back to the
phone
and
said,
‘These
are
your
father‘s words, not
mine, ‘Whoever it is, 1
don‘t
know
a
Richard.""
Sadly,
Martin‘s father did
not even contact
Richard when his
mother passed away.
For years, Martin
even tried to stay in
contact with his sib—
lings and their off—
spring, with holiday
cards
and
gifts.
However, after years
of no acknowledg—
Mr. Sunday, Richard and Jim
ment of their receipt,
not even a thank—you, Martin finally stopped.
Norcross was born in Pittsville, Mo., and said his father died not
knowing he was gay; his mother kinda knew and accepted him.
"I have one accepting, redneck brother," Norcross said. "He is
a real neat guy; his son got married last year and he could care
less that | am gay."
Back to Labor Day weekend, 1975.
Martin fixes a lot of dinners for him and his mate, but not fried
chicken. The weekend they first met, actually two days after they
met, Martin asked Norcross to come to his place so he could fix
dinner for him. Norcross agreed. Martin prepared a delightful
dinner of fried chicken and all the fixin‘s, "a real Southern meal,"
he said, and set the table. Then Martin waited. And waited. And
as he waited, he had a few glasses of wine. And waited. Then,
disgusted as the hour hand moved and no Norcross, he picked
up the dinner and tossed it all in the trash. Angry, he went to a
local bar only to see, guess who, sitting there. Apparently, Martin
didn‘t hold it against Norcross, as we can see they are still
together. However, Martin said, to this day, he has never made
fried chicken for dinner.
The two dated about a year before Martin moved to Little
Rock to be with Norcross.
"One of the biggest things in our relationship was meeting Jim‘s
parents," Martin said, "who were fundamental Baptists, in Missouri."
Martin said he had a full beard for years. Norcross introduced
a bearded Martin to his mother.
"She loved him," Norcross explained, leading into another
anecdote about his mother‘s relationship with the two of them.
One time Norcross‘s mom called the house in Little Rock.
See Jim & Richard, page 18
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Jim & Richard
from page 17
"I‘m making quilts for Christmas," she said to her son. "I don‘t know
what color to make his (Martin‘s quilt); what color is his bedroom??"
Jim replied, "For goodness sake mother, I‘ve been sleeping
with him for 10 years."
Next thing Norcross heard was "click, click, click, click." You
see, Norcross‘s mother was on a "party line" back when people
shared the same phone number.
"Can you imagine what they were thinking?" Norcross said,
as he and Martin laughed at the memory.
In Little Rock, Martin and Norcross were founders and major
activists in an organization known as Arkansas Gay Rights.
They put on a huge fish fry fundraiser for Arkansas Gay Rights
each year in their backyard. Initially, they footed the bill. But eventu—
ally, the event grew to 350 to 400 guests as it became more popular.
"Businesses and bars were soon helping out on the costs of
the fish fries," Norcross said. "One year we raised enough
money to pay a year‘s cost on a 24—hour gay hotline.
"A straight couple would dress the fish for us," Norcross added,
explaining, even then, that gays had allies in the heterosexual
world. "Even Clinton sent a donation," Norcross added. "It (the fish
fry) became more sophisticated. Drag queens built a stage in the
back yard. We even had one friend come back to the states for the
fish fry from Saudi Arabia, where he had moved for his job."
Also, the Saturday before Christmas, Martin and Norcross
put on an annual Black and White formal Christmas Party, with
upwards of 300 people in attendance.
"The drag queens would come in horse—drawn carriages and,

‘The

(Ultimate

one time, they stood outside our door singing Christmas carols,"
Martin said.
"The queens from one bar would try and outdo the queens
from another bar," Norcross commented. And at this annual
ball, they awarded, either to a female or drag queen, the "Belle
of the Ball" Award.
Prior to meeting Martin, Norcross was married for 10 and a
half years and from that relationship has one daughter, Jamie,
42, and two grandchildren.
"(Jamie) is very accepting of everyone and attended our for—
mal balls," Norcross said. "A drag queen would even dress her."
By the way, Norcross also has another nickname — "Mr.
Haney," from the old sitcom "Green Acres." Why? Because he,
even to this day, sells clothes out of the trunk of his car to female
impersonators/drag queens.
So, how have these two men stayed together so long?
"He (Martin) was gone most of the time," they said, laughing.
Martin, as a salesman, traveled quite a bit. The two lived in Little
Rock for 15 years before Martin was transferred to Memphis
because of his job as a buyer and product developer for Wangs
International. He actually lived in Hong Kong for five years,
about 10 years ago, while Norcross stayed in Memphis.
Seriously, though, the two agreed, "Separation does make
the heart grow stronger."
"Don‘t expect perfection," Norcross added. "We are soul—
mates. ... We are monogamous. It‘s not a commitment of a cou—
ple if it is an open relationship."
And would these two get married today if it was legalized?
"I personally would," Martin said.
"Yes, for the legal rights," Norcross added. "I can‘t believe how
far we‘ve come. Marriage is going to happen, just hide and watch."
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Family & Friends Magazine was
Foundation; Narquenta Sims,
honored recently by being invited
City of Memphis Office of
to participate in the Leadership
Multicultural and Religious Affairs
Memphis Class of 2004‘s Diversity
manager; Carolyn Tisdale, direc—
LEADERSHIP
Team Study Pilot Project.
tor Catholic Charities,
and
The magazine‘s publisher, = INSTITUTE OF =
Johnnie R. Turner, NAACP exec—
Patricia Pair, accepted the invita—
utive director.
tion and has been delighted to be
"We are using the Study
one of 14 individuals in the project.
Circles Resource Center‘s hand—
"I‘m
very
excited
about
book,
‘The
Busy
Citizen‘s
Leadership Memphis‘s decision to
Discussion Guide: Facing the
include someone from the Memphis MEMPHIS Challenge of Racism and Race
GLBT community in such an important project," she said.
Relations," Pair said. "We meet for three hours once a week and
According to the invitation, the Leadership Memphis have committed to meeting at least four times during the month
Diversity Team, which consists of Rebecca Edwards, Cultural of February. During the first couple of meetings, we, being the 14
Development Foundation of Memphis president and CEO; participants, have discussed our individual experiences, percep—
Jane Ellen Rawdon, director of Franchise Systems tions and beliefs as they relate to race relations and racism. And,
Development, Hilton Hotels Corporation; Sam White, senior at the same time, | have tried to incorporate GLBT—related issues
into the discussions, as well.
vice president of the United Way of the Mid—South; Randi
Blumenthal Guigui, Youth Partnership Development, Memphis
"Although GLBT isn‘t a race, many of the discriminations GLBT
and Shelby County Crime Commission; Tammie Ritchey, direc— people face are the same as those who face racial discrimination,"
tor of development Girls Incorporated of Memphis; Christi
Pair said. "And, I personally believe that the key to solving some
Nearn, director of human resources at Lakeside Behavorial of the GLBT—related discrimination and hatred issues can be found
Health System, and Darry! Tukufu, Memphis Urban League in the solutions to solving racial discrimination.
president and CEO, believes that each of the participants‘ per—
"I am extremely honored to have been included in this
spectives and backgrounds provide a unique and important study," Pair continued. "I cannot begin to explain how impor—
contribution to the study circle.
tant it is to the Memphis and Mid—South GLBT communities
The Leadership Institute of Memphis‘s Leadership Memphis that someone who openly identifies as GLBT has been includ—
program educates community members about issues and ed in this study circle project. What I believe this means is that
problems facing the Memphis and Shelby County community people who are grooming themselves as leaders of tomorrow
and provides a forum for program participants to create strate— have acknowledged that the GLBT community not only exists
gies to address some of the identified problems through the in Memphis, but has a voice that deserves to be heard. And,
completion of class projects. The Leadership Memphis Class they are willing to listen. Five, 10, even 15 years ago, this
of 2004 Diversity Project Team has selected to conduct a Study would not have been the case."
Circle pilot series based upon a successful model active in
other communities.
"Study circles provide a way for people to talk about issues in
their communities and make them better," the Diversity Team said.
NEED
CASH?
"While appearing simple in concept, study circles have proven to
be a powerful mechanism for advancing productive dialog and
Ls
Call (901) L1
528—CASH
(2274)
catalyzing community growth and personal development."
The pilot being conducted by the Leadership Memphis 2004
and provide a tip on a
Diversity Team is focusing on race relations and diversity.
"The goal is (was) to gather an intentionally diverse group of
crime or a possible crime.
well—respected community leaders to participate in this effort to
Just tell what you know or
assess the viability of the Study Circle format for meeting needs
identified in Memphis and Shelby County," the 2004 Diversity
sugpect and get a secret
Team said.
Other participants in the project in addition to Pair include
ID nimber. Use
it later to
Khun—bok Ahn, Korean Association director; Veronica (Ronnie)
call back and find out
if
Coleman—Davis, The NILE executive director; Jeffrey Feld,
Memphis Jewish Federation executive director; Kevin
the police made an arrest
Gallagher, assistant to Shelby County Mayor A.C. Wharton;
Gerry Garcia Sr., product labeling administrator Smith &
and how to get your cash!
Nephew; Afrika Gonzalez, director of Immigrant Women
Services at the YWCA; Jeffrey T. Higgs, executive director
LeMoyne—Owen College Community Development Corporation;
528 —~CASH
William Hildebrandt, director American Red Cross Refugee
CRIME SEOPPERS
Services; Michelle Naef, director of the Gandhi Institute for Non—
ota uis
Violence; Johnson Saulsberry Jr., chairman of the April 4th
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Gay Day at Dollywood

scheduled for May 22
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Last year, Gay Day at Dollywood began as the finale of East
Tennessee‘s Pride Week.
"I started this event while being executive director of the
ve
Pride organization in Knoxville," said Ryan Salyer, executi
on
director of Gay Day at Dollywood, LLC. "Now I have moved
to take on the annual Gay Day at Dollywood organization.
"Dollywood does not sponsor or endorse this event," he con—
tinued. "We had a great (event) last year (with more than) 1,300
people wearing red shirts in the park. We only had one incident
all day and it was cleared up by the park‘s management."
Dollywood is the theme park owned by famed country singer
East
and gay icon Dolly Parton and is located in Pigeon Forge in
Tennessee.
Gay Day at Dollywood 2004 is set for Saturday, May 22, from
9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Tickets are approximately $40 each. At press
will
time, Salyer was still in negotiations for a host hotel, which
provide discounted room rates.
For more information, write GDHollywood, P.O. Box 10804,
Knoxville, TN 37939—0804; call Salyer at (865) 406—4151 or
email him at EastTennPride@aol.com.

Stepping Toward TOLERANCE
Try:
+ Attending a play, listening to music or going to a
dance performance by artists whose race or ethnicity is
different from your own.
+ Asking a person of another cultural heritage to teach
you how to cook a traditional meal.
+ Visiting a local senior center and collect oral histories.
Donate large print reading materials and books on tape.
Offer to help with a craft project.
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April
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Lohrey Stage

This Pulitzer Prize—winning play revolves around one of
the best—known Southern characters of all time.

8323

she is forced to accept the charity of her sister,
with memorable dialogue and unadulterated truths,
A Streetcar Named Desire is a classic.

www.theabrememphis.org
20

Improve your GLBT 1.Q.

Blanche DuBois faces reality for the first time when
Stella, and Stella‘s husband, Stanley Kowalski. Filled

<602

Reprinted with permission from "101 Tools for
Tolerance: Simple Ideas for Promoting Equity and
Celebrating Diversity," a publication of WWW.TOLER—
ANCE.ORG, A Project of the Southern Poverty Law
Center, 400 Washington Avenue, Montgomery, AL 36104.
For more information go online to www.tolerance.org
and/or www.splcenter.org.

Box Office is open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Tuesday through Friday
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er
gay men growing old
Author offers guide to

t
In The Gay Man‘s Guide to Growing Older, John Lockhar
men
gay
40
than
more
with
has conducted in—depth interviews
prac—
over the age of 65, and he has compiled his findings in this
of a
tical, non—academic book that details what life for "gay men
health
work,
money,
include
certain age" is like. Topics covered
care, relationships, sex and more.
such
Accenting the chapters are quotes from his contributors,
as:

I
"One of the things that give me a very rich sex life is that
—
have a very wide repertoire of choices and preferences."
Norm Self, 65, on "Turn—ons," page 133.
"With the years, the number of things I want decreases, which
My
is a very wonderful thing, because you‘ve got all your stuff.
City,
York
New
of
George
—
"
overriding philosophy is to simplify.
69, on "Spending Priorities," page 41.
"I was married to a lesbian once. She was in the service and
on
needed to look like she was ... straight." — Tom Pait, 75,
"Marriage," page 95.
A
Lockhart is a former lobbyist at the federal and state levels.
gold
won
has
he
1986,
since
participant in the Gay Games
and
medals in his age division in the marathon, half—marathon
10K. He lives in California.

The Gay Man‘s
Guide to Growing
Qider

by John Lockhart
Alyson Publications
187 payes
softcover
non—fiction
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j
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THE GAY MANS
UIDE

TO GROWING
OLDEK

couples face financial burdens
HRC research shows older GLBT
for
to give up their home so the other may become eligible
Same—sex couples face tremendous financial burdens in old
d
.
Medicai
benefits
new
age due to the denial of their right to marry, according to
an
+ The loss of Social Security survivor benefits amounts to
The
ion.
Foundat
gn
Campai
Rights
Human
the
by
h
researc
year.
— average loss of $5,528 each
greatest risks are to "widows" and "widowers" who are discrimi
+ Surviving partners are routinely forced to pay tens of thou—
ships
relation
lifelong
as
—
ways
nt
significa
nated against in three
of dollars in taxes when they inherit a retirement plan from
sands
are dismissed as not having been families under law.
situ—
an unmarried partner — while married spouses in the same
Unlike married heterosexual couples, surviving gay, lesbian
all.
at
taxes
no
charged
are
ation
and bisexual partners are denied Social Security survivor bene—
+ A surviving gay, lesbian or bisexual partner is charged an
nt
fits, heavily taxed on the inheritance of a partner‘s retireme
home had been
co— estate tax on the couple‘s home — even if the
account and charged an estate tax even on homes they
jointly
owned.
on of
owned with their partners. As a result, this growing populati
les—
The Human Rights Campaign is the largest national gay,
age.
seniors may be at increased risk of losing their homes in old
mem—
with
tion
organiza
political
nder
transge
bian, bisexual and
"Same—sex couples pay the same taxes as heterosexual
s, pro—
bers throughout the country. It effectively lobbies Congres
,
Jacques
Chery!
said
lives,"
working
their
out
couples through
that
ensure
to
public
the
s
vides campaign support and educate
president of the Human Rights Campaign. "Yet they are denied
work
at
home,
at
safe
and
honest
open,
be
can
ns
GLBT America
the same protections when they most need it — in old age and
and in the community.
taxation
That‘s
.
member
family
a
of
death
the
with
faced
when
For the complete report, go online to www.hre.org/familynet.
without compensation."
The report, entitled "The Cost of Marriage Inequality to Gay,
Lesbian and Bisexual Seniors," was authored by Lisa Bennett,
r
Tsarus 2004 ‘Man‘ of the Yea
and
director of HRC‘s FamilyNet project (www.hrc.org/familynet)
Gary J. Gates, a demographer with The Urban Institute
data
(www.urban.org). It is based on an analysis of Census 2000
and federal laws affecting same—sex couples.
Their research found more than one—in—10 same—sex couples
Tsarus announced
our
include someone over 65 years old, and nearly one—in—f
its annual Man of
include someone over 55 years old. The five counties with the
the Year for 2004,
one
greatest number of same—sex couples that include at least
B.J. Hefner, at a
Kings
III.;
County,
Cook
Calif.;
County,
Angeles
Los
are
senior
dinner in her honor
ade
County (Brooklyn), N.Y.; Broward County, Fla., and Miami—D
at Crossroads.
County, Fla.
Other findings of the HRC Foundation/Urban Institute report
include:
one
+ Gay, lesbian and bisexual couples also are at risk when
forced
of them enters a nursing home — as one of them may be
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By Jon Devin, GuUEsT WRITER
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the

early to

1990‘s,

mid

University

BGALA at the

of

Memphis was fighting to get an official policy of non—discrimina—
tion on the basis of sexual orientation. I personally witnessed

ONLY

of lolly—gagging while committees were formed,
created, and channels were followed all to the
were
processes

four

THERAPEUTIC

RELAXING

In

SWEDISH

years

result of nothing.
Finally,

1684 PorLar Aveur

(901) 277—1705

MemrhHis, TN 38104

STEPHENPAIR@AOL.COM

BGALA

President

whom

Buchanan,

TK

some

described as a loose cannon, had had enough. She held a huge
rally on the Alumni

by

Mall, which was attended

hundreds.

Afterwards a large contingent sat in the floor of (then) UofM
President Rawlins‘ office so that he and his staff had to literally
step over bodies to get their work done. Three months later, the
University of Memphis had its policy.
I have a new role model in (San Francisco Mayor) Gavin
If we continue waiting for people to treat us like

Newsome.

humans, we will be waiting forever. The time to negotiate is over.
The time to make a swift and angry demand is now. The issue

553 S. COOPER « MEMPHIS, TN 38104 + 901—728—6535
LEATHER GOODS — SEK TOYS
CARDS — PRIDE FLAGS — POSTERS
JEWELRY — VIDEOS — CDS — MAGAZINES
Monday — Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sunday, 1 p.m. to 6 p.m.
LARGEST SELECTION IN TOWN!

will be resolved when it is thoroughly evident to all Americans
that things can no longer continue as they have previously.

This is an opinion/editorial piece. The views expressed in this
column are those of the writer and are not necessarily those of
Family & Friends Magazine or its staff.

‘BAN BIGOTRY ... NOT MARRIAGE

Tell the world what you think

with free decals for car, home
"BAN BIGOTRY ... NOT MARRIAGE" decals are avail—
able free from Phil‘s Flags and Leather Goods.
Send a self—addressed, stamped envelope to
Spotts,

Phil‘s

Flags

and

Leather

Goods,

1706

Philip
North

Washington Street, Junction City, KS 66441.
Donations,

in

the

form

of

check,

money

order

or

postage stamps are most welcome but are NOT required.
Anyone sending a self—addressed, stamped envelope, with
or without a donation, will receive the decals by return mail

Steve Solomon

in seven to 10 days.
For more information, call (785) 762—2242.
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STEVE SOLOMON
Broker
Office (901) 278—4380
Residence (901) 454—1931
54 S. Cooper « Memphis, TN 38104
e—mail: Stevenc1@aol.com
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Church

2489 Broad Avenue

+

Services:
Pastor
Kyle Dearen

Sunday 10AM and 6PM
also Wednesday at 7ZPM
A Powerful Place to Belong...

EDITORIAL BY GARY WILKERSON, GUEST WRITER

For Valentine‘s Day this year, my partner, Kent Hamson, and
I decided we would renew our vows at The Marriage Equality
event, which was held at Neshoba Unitarian Universalist Church
on Feb. 14. We advised the church beforehand of our plans to
participate, and told them we would be available to be inter—
viewed by the media regarding declaring our love for each other
and our desire to be granted our rights to be married.
On Feb. 13, we received a request to meet with a reporter
from The Commercial Appeal, who was doing a story on same—
sex marriage, and wanted to use our renewal of vows as part of
its coverage. We were thrilled to be able to share our story with
the CA, and even more thrilled that we would be doing this with
other couples, both gay and straight, or so we thought. Later that
evening, we learned from Rev. Jean Rowe, pastor of Neshoba
UUC, that no other couples had agreed to talk with the media
and we would be the "token" couple to represent the Memphis
gay community to the press. This was very disturbing for us to
hear, and even harder for us to understand.
My partner and I are both very aware of the risk involved
when someone from the gay community stands before any
media outlet and allows his or her name and picture to be used
to tell the world their stories. We realize in this vast city and state
people can still be terminated from their job simply because they
are gay and there still exists the possibility they can have their
children taken from them, be attacked and, in general, become
the victims of a laundry list of other things. Kent and | share this
concern everyday. But we decided to take the risk anyway and
to step in front of the camera; we felt the need to put a face on
gay marriage far outweighed the risks.
Community, until we individually stand up and tell our sto—
ries to the rest of our city ... putting a face on the GLBT issues
. things will never change. Two lone people obviously cannot

brlng about change, but an entire community standing togeth—
er creates a force that is difficult to ignore and even more diffi—
cult to harm.
Yes, some of us will have to face hardship from the decision
to stand up and be heard. Some of us also will have to face fam—
ily and friends and help educate them. The risks are very real,
but the damage that is caused by our hiding is even more real.
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Today in our city, our state, our country, we as the GLBT com—
munity have no protections. No rights. We are second—rate citi—
zens and we are the citizens who most people really know noth—
ing about. Why? Because we are hidden from them. We are not
in the poll numbers nor are we asked to tell how the issues
impact us.
Yes, we will face adversity, but we must stand up. To each of
you reading this, I ask: Do you want to be a second—class citizen,
or do you want to be respected and treated as an equal? Do you
want your relationships to mean something and be honored?
Then, if so, will you stand with us? Stand up and be counted?
Stand up and show this community that we are not second—
class, we are first—class; that we are equal, and that we love, hurt
and feel just like everyone else.
In the words of the old song, "You‘ve got to stand for some—
thing, or you will fall for anything." What will you stand for? Will
you stand up and be counted?
Gary Wilkerson can be reached by email at
garydw@yahoo.com. This is an opinion/editorial piece. The
views expressed in this column are those of the writer and are
not necessarily those of Family & Friends Magazine or its staff.

In case you want to make a trek to San Francisco to tie the
knot, here is some information you might find useful:
1. You do not need to be a California resident to marry in
California; there is no residency requirement.
2. The same requirements apply whether you are a U.S.
Citizen or a tourist.
3. Only an unmarried male and an unmarried female may
marry in the State of California. However, in the city and county
of San Francisco, two unmarried individuals may marry.
4. Marriage by proxy is not allowed in California.
Effective Monday, Feb. 23, the San Francisco County Clerk‘s
office began issuing marriage licenses by appointment ONLY. To
schedule, change or cancel an appointment, call (415) 554—4952
Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Until further notice,
the clerks office will not be accepting in—person appointment
scheduling requests.
Once you have purchased a marriage license, at the cost of
$82, you may choose to have a civil ceremony performed
through the clerk‘s office immediately thereafter or have your
ceremony elsewhere. Cost for a ceremony through the clerk‘s
office is an additional $62. Payments are accepted in cash
(exact change preferred) or by a check payable to the San
Francisco County Clerk.
The San Francisco County Clerk‘s office is located at City
Hall, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Suite 168, San Francisco,
Calif., 94102—4678.
For more information, call (415) 554—4950 or go online to
www.sfgov.org/site/countyclerk_page.asp?id=5565.
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MEET HOLLICE JOHNSON: Beautician, pastor
BY ANITA MOYT
managing editor

met someone at General Motors that
was gay... I was so tickled to find some—
one else who was gay.
"When I was coming up you didn‘t
dare let anyone know you were gay,"
Johnson continued. "There were one or
two gay bars that were very discrete. You
couldn‘t let anyone see you go in. The
bar owners would watch for police and
would lock the doors so we could all
dance."
However, the media often posed more
of a risk than jail time.
"We also had house parties.," he said.
"One time a paddy wagon showed up 15
minutes after we showed up at a house
party. Eighty five men were put in jail,
charged with ‘visiting a dive.‘ We each
paid $10 to (an) attorney to get us out of
jail. The case was thrown out but it was
televised and in the papers. | held a
newspaper up in front of my face.
"Then, we were ashamed of the cause,
now we are proud of it.," Johnson said. "It
is not a problem now, but then it was tak—
ing your life in your own hands. Then it

Handsome and debonair, at age 71
Hollice Johnson can attract the gaze of
many a straight woman. But, unfortu—
nately, he is not available to the fairer sex
anymore ... actually, he hasn‘t been for
quite a long time.
Born in Parkin, Ark., and raised in
Mississippi County Arkansas, he was
graduated from Luxora High School in
Osceola, Ark., in 1951. Two years later,
he had wed and was on his way to his
first Church of God pastorate.
Pastor Johnson and his wife, also an
ordained Church of God minister, served
in four different churches over a 10—year
period,
including
addresses
in
Barberville, Ky., Glasgow, Ky., Silbyville,
Ind., and Anderson, Ind.
By 1964, he and his wife were
divorced, and he had been removed from
the pulpit and his ordination revoked by
the Church of God because he was a
homosexual.
At that point in his life, Johnson start—
was a disgrace and we wouldn‘t think of
Hollice Johnson
ed classes at the Apex Beauty School in
telling anyone we were a homosexual."
Anderson and he went to work for General Motors. Ultimately,
And how did Johnson‘s family handle him being gay?
Johnson was working two full—time jobs, one at General Motors
"My mother started me in church when I was two years old,"
and the other at Donald‘s Beauty Salon in Anderson.
Johnson responded. "She died recently at the age of 98. She
"I am a workaholic," Johnson admitted to Family & Friends knew I was gay. She told me, ‘Son, you are just the way God
during an interview at his business, Hollice Johnson Beauty made you.‘ But we never talked about it. I had one conversation
Salon. And overworking is what led to his return to the Mid—South. with my father and sister and then we never talked about it
"I suffered a nervous breakdown and became ill and had to again. It‘s seen as a disgrace. All of my nieces and nephews
come back to Osceola." he said. "I then came to Memphis and know. Those that live here don‘t talk about it, but those living in
began working at Goldsmith‘s Beauty Salon Downtown in 1966.
California do talk about it."
I worked there for two years and then worked for a private salon
Johnson is the youngest of six children, with four brothers
for five years. Then, I bought my own salon."
and one sister. All of his siblings are deceased, except the both—
His self—named salon has been in the Parkview highrise,
er that is just older than him.
located in Overton Park, for 32 years.
Johnson is quite proud of his daughter, Rhonda, who is a reg—
"I bought this beauty shop from Clara Gould, the original Mrs.
istered nurse and lives in Pensacola, Fla. Both her and her hus—
Gould," he said.
band are retired Navy. They have two sons, Michael and Eric,
Although he said had no lovers while pastoring churches, his and three grandchildren.
first romance was with a dancer.
Caring for his mother, Johnson has dealt quite a bit with nurs—
"When I left the church I met Bruce," Johnson said. "I was in ing homes.
Indianapolis at a convention and met Bruce Bristol, who was in
"She was in one of the finest and best nursing homes in
the same center at another convention. He was a dance instruc— Arkansas," Johnson said, "they took such good care of her."
tor from Detroit, he owned two studios. He was one of the most
What about needing a nursing home for just GLBT individuals?
beautiful people in the world; we would see each other every
"No, not just for gays and lesbians." Johnson responded to our
weekend. We were together a year. He wanted me to move to question. "Actually the question is would their family allow it or
Michigan but I just couldn‘t."
not. Would they get any better care there? Can we afford to build
In Memphis, Johnson met Jimmy Huggins and was with him it and charge out the ass? ... A nursing home is a nursing home."
for 12 years until Huggins died of brain cancer. Then he met Bill
What about gay marriages?
Murphy in New Orleans; who moved to Memphis; these two
"I think it is great if that‘s what they want to have," Johnson
have been together for 24 years.
said. "As a minister | have done (same—sex) marriages. Marriage
Johnson reminded us that seeking out other gay men used to would allow each other the right to hospitalization, to insurance
carry considerable risks.
and all the goodies the other is qualified for."
"There was a group of us, 10 to 12 friends, in Anderson,"
Johnson began. "We would drive 35 miles to Indianapolis. I even
See Meet Hollice Johnson, page 25
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y rights
U.N. to vote on ga
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BY REX WOCKNER
staff writer

The United Nations Commission on
Human Rights (UNCHR) will vote on a
ground—breaking gay human—rights
resolution during its 60th session in
Geneva in March and April.
The vote was postponed at last
year‘s session because of opposition
from Muslim, African and Latin
American countries, Vatican City,
China and India. The United States
was planning to abstain from the vote.
The resolution, introduced by
Brazil, "expresses deep concern at
the occurrence of violations of
human rights in the world against
persons on the grounds of their sex—
ual orientation" and "calls upon all

(a"
¢

Cr

States to promote and protect the
human rights of all persons regard—
less of their sexual orientation."
Gay activists say they are better
prepared this year.
In 2003, "delegates from both mem—
ber states and NGOs (non—govern—
mental organizations) were caught
unawares," the International Lesbian
and Gay Association said Jan. 13.
"This will certainly not be the case at
the 2004 annual session. ... The dele—
gates from member states and NGOs
who support the ... resolution and who
have been lobbied by associations
which defend the rights of lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender people, will
ensure that the UNCHR is reminded of
the historical and symbolic significance
of voting in its favor."
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Meet Hollice Johnson
from page 24
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Yes, that is Rev. Hollice Johnson. Following his desire
World
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ted
gradua
was
n
reenter the ministry, Johnso
pondence
Christianship Ministries, after four years of corres
is now an
courses, Sept. 15, 2000, with a masters in divinity. He
ordained minister, again.
,
And, after recently moving into his mother‘s home in Osceola
beauty
his
at
work
to
Johnson still drives one hour each way
days a
salon. However, he has dropped back to working three
to 1 p.m.
a.m.
7
,
Fridays
and
ays
Thursd
days,
Wednes
week:
The phone number for the salon is 722—4306.
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FaF gives its first Visionary Award to Jones
received in the mail five years ago.
On Saturday, Feb. 7, 2004, Family &
"We got this very interesting invitation in the mail,"
Friends Magazine did something it has
she
said. "It didn‘t tell us who was putting on the
never done before in its almost seven—
event, but invited us to witness the birth of something
year history. It, represented by the maga—
new in Memphis. The invitation said the event was to
zine‘s publisher and editor, presented an
take
place at The Madison Flame on such and such
award to a most deserving individual,
a date, but the rest was a complete mystery.
Linda K. Jones.
"So, we went, camera in hand, and found the
During the Mystic Krewe of Memphis
‘coming
out,‘ if you will of The Mystic Krewe of
United‘s Mardi Gras Carnival 2004, held
Memphis United.," Pair continued. "We didn‘t even
at the Double Tree Hotel in East Memphis,
know who Linda Jones and Barbara Baker were at
Family & Friends Publisher Patricia Pair
the time of the event. So, wishing to talk to the cou—
stood at the lectern only a few minutes
ple further about the formation of this krewe, we
into the beginning of the event.
asked for their home telephone number. Needless to
The time had come in the Mardi Gras
say, we met, talked and eventually became good
ball‘s program for Pair and former
friends, which we still are to this day, even in spite of
Memphis Pride Inc. Chair Kay Mills to
Barbara‘s untimely death."
present the Krewe‘s annual three awards
Pair, however, pointed out that their close, per—
for Leadership, Volunteer of the Year and
sonal friendship with Jones had no bearing on pre—
Inspiration. However, after the three
senting her with the award.
plaques were presented to the respective
"Sure, there are going to be some people that say
recipients, Pair asked her partner and the
we only gave it to her because we‘re friends, but
magazine‘s editor, Anita Moyt, to join her
Linda K. Jones
nothing could be farther from the truth," Pair noted.
at the lectern.
Breaking with the rehearsed program, Pair and Moyt pre— "All anyone has to do is just look at what she and MU have
sented the first—ever Family & Friends Visionary Award to the accomplished in just five short years. Without MU, we probably
wouldn‘t have Pegasus or Hathor, and several straight people
Mystic Krewe of Memphis United‘s Founder, Jones.
have gotten involved with the gay community, too."
With only one other person knowing about the award ahead
Jones retired from the Mystic Krewe of Memphis United dur—
of time, it came as a total shock and welcome surprise to Jones
ing the ball on Feb. 7, 2004. Following F&F‘s presentation of its
herself, who, undoubtedly was trying to figure out why Pair was—
award, the krewe presented Jones with a huge silver tray.
n‘t adhering to the program.
"This is the first time we‘ve done this and it certainly won‘t be
The black and gold plaque given Jones read, "Family &
the last," Pair said. "We hope, through the use of our magazine
Friends Magazine presents this Visionary Award to Linda K.
Jones for her vision of bringing unity, diversity and advancement and the Memphis and Mid—South GLBT communities, to hand out
many more Visionary Awards. However, the choosing of recipi—
to the Memphis GLBT Community. Feb. 7, 2004."
Pair recalls an invitation she, as the magazine‘s publisher, ents now and in the future will always lie with Anita and me."
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The path of thought—provoking, fresh and
innovative art in the music industry was upon us
f
once again at the Grammy Awards. The mes—
sage of choice this year: "It‘s about the music." Ironically, it was
really about the performances that teamed legends and neo—
phytes together and less about who won. Beyonce Knowles
walked away with five Grammys,
tying a record with Norah Jones,
Alicia Keys and Lauren Hill, while
Outkast walked away with the top
award, Album of the Year, which
marked only the second time a hip—
hop act has won the award.
The three artists included for this
review all provide numerous insights
into very important social issues, such
as political culture, self—identity and
reflections on life experience and also
sex and sexuality. Nothing as shocking
as Janet Jackson‘s amazing Super
Bowl half—time performance, but some—
what satisfying all the same. These
three different voices, compelling styles
and musical ranges give us some insight
into the process of how they each con—
structed their self retrospective albums.
ARI GOLD
Space Under Sun (x)
Ari Gold began the process of his
sophomore album, Space Under Sun,
collaborating with noted songwriters
and producers, such as Peter Amota,
Desmond Child and Steve Skinner, to
name a few. Gold, whose good looks
resemble a model more than musi—
cian, reflects on his relationships with
other men; his comfortability as being
an out and about singer/entertainer,
and, of all matters, getting caught by
police having sex in public with
another man.
Listening to Gold‘s 13—track CD,
it is very clear he has a way with
men. Unfortunately, the album does—
n‘t live up to the expectations and
hype of Gold‘s debut album for which
he was awarded an Outmusic Award
for Outstanding Debut Recording.
There are only four tracks that can
withstand artistic merit.
Citing shades of Boy George and
Culture Club and performed without
fault is "Do You Really Want 2 Hurt
Me." Flawless!! "Wave of You" is laced
with R&B vocals mixed over a house
groove that compels you to dance,
while the title track, "Space Under Sun,"
and "Back To Me" are the best written
songs, lyrically, from Gold on the album.
Gold presents his album in an untypi—
28
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cal, yet problematic way. What | like about Gold is that he‘s out
and about and not afraid to do his own thing in an era of queer—
bashing lyrics and female degradation. But whenever there is an
openly gay figure, two important issues must be addressed: How
will this figure serve to be a form of representation? And what
are the effects or consequences of this
representation? Gold can arise to gay
cult status and potentially reach super—
star status as fast as a figure of repre—
sentation goes, but this album, though a
form of audio erotica, emphasizes sex—
ualization of homosexuality in a posi—
tion of inversion and fetishistic
voyeurism with songs like "Caught"
and "He‘s On My Team," featuring
Kendra Ross.
In order to really push the enve—
lope, there would need to be more
vocal expression and more lyrical
expansion utilizing plural masculinity
and not fixing gender roles in a uni—
tary manor devoid of autonomy,
which most of the tracks do.
ANL DIFRANCO
Educated Guess (*+x**)
Patriots and feminists unite!!
The goddess of indy—folk music has
returned. Of the countless discog—
raphy under Ani Difranco‘s belt, this
is one of the most profound. The
latest edition, Educated Guess,
contains 14 tracks that will ensnare
the senses. Difranco, known for her
ability to write lyrical verse excep—
tionally to conceptualize arguments
of notable rhetoric on topics of class,
male protagonist and complexities of
the female experience in a patriarchal
constraint, has written a musical—
accompanied, narrative/spoken word
album that will subvert and disrupt con—
ceptually—narrow hegemonic order. The
paradox with this album is that it is criti—
cal, yet poignantly humble.
Difranco approaches the inequalities
of war, patriotism and the political arena
on the track, "Grand Canyon." Tracks
seeking to find solace abound on "Rain
Check" while "Animal" contemplates
modern life and where one belongs in
the ever—changing world.
This is a very well written and pro—
duced album and is technically
sound, but I must warn — Difranco is
not a sugar—coated idyll awaiting for
the masses to move to speak her
opinion. She states her philosophy
and you will either love it or hate it.
See In The Mix, page 29

In The Mix
from page 28
Either way, it is a relief to find artists who are not in the music
industry for sheer profit or fame, or notoriety, but to speak their
mind on well—rounded, critically—transforming ideas.
JOHN MAYER
Heavier Things (***)
The heir of postmodern pop music, John Mayer has
returned. Did you catch his performance on "Leno?"
Perfection! Mayer‘s second major label release, Heavier
Things, is in a word, lovely. Filled with lyrical prose by some—
one you would think two times his age and sophistication,
Heavier Things, is subtle and boasts some 10 tracks of humil—
ity, honesty and integrity.
Songs like "Clarity" and "Bigger Than My Body" are tradition—
ally optimistic. From "Clarity:" "I worry/l throw my fear around/but
this morning/there‘s a calm I can‘t explain/the rock candy‘s melt—
ed/only diamonds now remain." According to his CD track listing,
the song "New Deep" is a searching, pensive—sarcastic tune. It‘s
a soul searching song of faith and a hint of defiance: "I‘m so
alive/I‘m so enlightened/l can barely survive/a night in my
mind/I‘ve got a plan/I‘m gonna find out/just how boring I am/and
have a good time." The song "Come Back to Bed" isn‘t overly
sexualized in a nonchalant approach to intimacy and uneventful
one—night stands. It contains one of the most amazing musical
scores on the CD.
I strongly recommend this CD to music fans everywhere, no
matter your musical preference. Mayer is a hint of Taylor and
Denver and in the future, I‘m sure will give a new definition to the
term "Popular Music."
In closing, I know that coffee house and modern rock/blues
clubs will be rotating both Mayer‘s and Difranco‘s CDs and you
should, as well.
This is an opinion/editorial piece. The views expressed in this
column are those of the writer and are not necessarily those of
Family & Friends Magazine or its staff.

Terrie Lemke, right, and Shelia Archer exchanged
vows November 1, 2003.
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Have You Ever Wonberen ...

+ Who the real "Raging Bull" is? Robert DiNiro
portraying Jake LaMotta? Or our own wannabe
czar Dubya Dubya Herenton? The latter is more
like a mad cow considering all the bovine excrement being
uddered at City Hall. Who brought no mess on whom? Move
over John Ford, now you share the mantle of arrogance with
Hizzoner. Perhaps it is large enough to accommodate both self
important, over—bearing egos.
+ Why the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court recently
ruled that civil unions do not provide the same protections, bene—
fits and obligations as marriages do? Because it is unconstitution—
al. There is no reason to deny civil marriage to same—sex couples
in the Bay State. A Constitutional Convention reached a stalemate
in the effort to define marriage. It reconvenes March 11.
+ Where is the compassion in the compassionate conserva—
tive? Apparently, it is being held in reserve for the proposed homo—
phobic U.S. Constitutional amendment to protect the sanctity of
marriage, along with $1.5 billion for marriage counseling services.
« Why some local radio and TV announcers showed such dis—
respect for Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. when reporting on celebra—
tions for "MLK" day? His demonstrated advocacy of nonviolence
was rewarded with the Nobel peace prize. Show the honor and
dignity his memory deserves by not abbreviating his name on air
when chronicling upcoming April 4 events. Show "the content of
your character."
+ What can the nine—member, bipartisan, Bush—appointed
commission really do in investigating the incredulous intelligence
failures of pre—war Iraq? It has no subpoena authority, i.e., it can—
not legally compel people to testify nor make any documents
available. The final report, which may not be made public, is not
due until March of next year, well after the November elections.
What a sham(e). The sly, old fox still guards the chicken coop.
+ What‘s up with the many, many reality shows? Does the
"Average Joe" overcome his "Fear Factor" as an "Apprentice?"
Has the "Bachelorette" received an "Extreme Makeover" to
become a "Celebrity Mole?" Will "My Big, Fat Obnoxious Fiance"
marry an "American Idol" after conducting a "Star Search?" Is
"America‘s Next Top Model" joining Nicole and Paris mucking out
an Arkansas barn in pursuit of the "Simple Life?" Do the gay
"Survivors" of the "Amazing Race" have a "Queer Eye for the
Straight Guy?" If you can answer these questions, you are not
living in the "Real World." You are experiencing the bizarre fan—
tasies of "Surreal Life."
+ What to do with your singing talents? Exercise your vocal
chords performing karaoke at Lorenz/Aftershock on weekend
afternoons (Saturday, 2 to 10 p.m.; Sunday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.).
Come as you are, no need to dress to impress. Amiable bar—
tender Mike will be happy to quench your parched throat with a
cold brew. No cover!
+ What Memphis has that Florida doesn‘t? Ask Randall,
Shane and their baby. They just moved back from the Sunshine
State. Welcome back, y‘all.
* Why exporting U.S. jobs overseas is supposed to be good
for the economy? When jobs disappear, the economy suffers,
but the Lincoln—loggers continue to support the spend—more, tax—
the—rich less regime.
+ When a "senior moment" might strike? | just had one. How do
you pronounce Shelby County Commissioner Marilyn Loeffel‘s
last name? Does it thyme with "awful," "muffle" or "woeful?"
+ What media mania is? Just look at TV coverage of the
30
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EDITORIAL BY JIM EASTER
Democratic Party‘s presidential caucuses and primary elections.
Looks like Sen. John Kerry will be the party standard bearer.
Gen. Wesley Clark has endorsed Kerry and is actively cam—
paigning for him. A Kerry—Clark ticket in November? Both support
civil unions, but not same—sex marriages. In researching their
views on GLBT issues, | was surprised to find no mention of
Wesley Clark in the table printed in the latest issue of the TIN.
Doesn‘t seem like fair and balanced reporting to me.
* When the Memphis Grizzlies would set a new franchise
record for most wins in a season? They did it Sunday, Feb. 8, at
the soon—to—be deserted Pyramid. Way to go, Grizzlies. Now if
only the UofM Tigers can win the C—USA Title and earn an auto—
matic berth in the NCAAs.
» If you are going to get a pay raise this year? As a state employ—
ee you will automatically get a two percent raise on July 1, pend—
ing the legislature‘s approval of Gov. Phil Bredesen‘s proposed bal—
anced budget request. Teachers of grades K—12 may get a raise to
adjust for certain inequities, plus the governor has allotted funds to
raise average teachers‘ salaries higher than the present south—
eastern state average. And the best news ... no new taxes!
* If you are among the nearly eight million employees who
may lose overtime pay this year? The Department of Labor has
issued proposed rules which change some provisions of the Fair
Labor Standards Act. Many workers may now be exempt from
receiving overtime pay due to skills or experience acquired on—
the—job. The 24 percent of Americans earning less that
$8.70/hour probably will not be affected. Due to the shortage of
qualified employees in many fields (police, nursing, paralegal), it
is doubtful they will be fired if they refuse to work overtime with—
out the commensurate pay.
« If former Shelby County mayoral aide Tom Jones will find his
just desserts tasty in federal prison? The peerless purveyor of polit—
ical perks embezzled tens of thousands of taxpayer‘s dollars. What
irony! He stole from us and now we must pay for his incarceration.
+ Where you will be Saturday, March 137? If you‘re at J—Wag‘s,
you may bid on a date with a bachelor or bachelorette for St.
Patrick‘s Day. The fun, benefitting MGLCC, starts at 9 p.m.
Matron of Ceremonies Lee, a/k/a Leslie Carrington, requests
you wear green. Bidding on the select hotties is expected to go
high, so bring plenty of green to spend. Cover is $3.
« Who dreams up the creative ads aired during the Super
Bowl? The various agencies that made the Anheuser—Busch
commercials deserve awards. The Clydesdales were clever and
comical. Even more so was the hysterically farcical ad involving
a man, a woman and a gas—passing horse pulling a sleigh. I
laughed so hard I thought I would undo some stitches. Although
some people with delicate sensibilities may have been offended,
these ads were funny.
+ Not so funny was the red lace support bra commercial. It
provided too little product exposure and too much Janet expo—
sure to uplift her sagging career. Was "Nasty Boy" Timberlake
"justified?" To paraphrase the late Bob Hope, "No thanks for
the mammary."
+ Mike Ditka uses Levitra. Bob Dole, Mark Martin and
Raphael Palmiero use Viagra. Works for me! Always be careful
... use condoms.
This is an opinion/editorial piece. The views expressed in this
column are those of the writer and are not necessarily those of
Family & Friends Magazine or its staff.
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Kids to learn about nature
"Raindrops," the Lichterman Nature Center‘s interactive
pre—school program, is held on Tuesdays and repeated on
Wednesdays, from 10 to 11 a.m. On March 16 and 17, the
subject will be "Tracks and Traces;" on March 23 and 24,
"Tree mendous," and on March 30 and 31, "Deep Down
Underground." The Lichterman Nature Center is located at
5992 Quince Road. Cost is $5 per child and chaperone.
For more information, call (901) 767 7322.

On Saturday, March 6, at 11 a.m., the Inis Acla Irish
School of Dance is scheduled to perform at the Children‘s
Museum of Memphis, 2525 Central Avenue. Admission to
the museum is $6 for children (ages one to 12) and sen—
iors (62+), and $7 for adults. For more information, call
(901) 458—2678 or go online to www.cmom.com.

Choice USA invites youth
to march on Washington
On April 25, a historic march will show Congress and the
White House the power of the country‘s pro—choice majority and
energize activists of all generations to fight for reproductive free—
dom. Choice USA‘s "Young People‘s All—Access Contingent" will
be the largest youth and student delegation to the March for
y
Woman‘s Lives.
Choice USA believes that through leadership development
and local, direct—action organizing, they can rebuild the grass—
roots base of the pro—choice movement. In all of its training and
leadership institutes, it works to instill in emerging leaders a
sense of the interconnections between reproductive freedom
and economic issues, disability, welfare rights, drug policy,
LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender) issues and
issues for people of color.
Together, with the Pro—Choice Education Project, National
Latina Institute for Reproductive Health, New Leadership
Networking Initiative and Third Wave Foundation, Choice USA is
hosting a Convergence Site on the weekend of the march.
Energized young people who march with this contingent will
attend training sessions on voter action, using the media, direct
action strategy, non—violent resistance and training for marshals,
volunteers and spokespeople.
To give students and young people a stronger voice and a
sense of ownership in the pro—choice movement, and to increase
the impact of the march, the Pro—Choice march team is mobiliz—
ing 3,000 young people from across the country to join in a feed—
er march on the morning of April 25. In addition to the national
march organizer and convergence site manager, Pro—Choice
has hired and trained nine youth and student activists to organ—
Kansas,
lowa,
Georgia,
ize buses from Arkansas,
.
Wisconsin
and
nia
,
Pennsylva
Oklahoma
Ohio,
Massachusetts,
Thousands more who cannot attend the march will sign the
See Choice USA, nage 53
34

FAMILY & friends

March 2004

PlanetOut launches

new Families Channel

PlanetOut Partners Inc., the leading provider of media prod—
ucts and online services to gay and lesbian consumers world—
wide, has launched its new Families Channel at its Gay.com
website. The Gay.com Families Channel is the definitive online
destination for gay and lesbian people interested in marriage
and family—related issues. On Gay.com the Families Channel
it
can be found at www.gay.com/families and on PlanetOut.com
es.
m/famili
etout.co
can be found at www.plan
"As a parent myself, I am especially proud to launch what we
believe is the premiere source for timely, vital information for
gays and lesbians building families," said PlanetOut Partners
Editor—in—chief and Families Channel columnist Beth Callaghan.
"From marriage and commitment ceremonies to domestic part—
nership legislation to insemination and adoption, the Gay.com
Families Channel is an indispensable resource tailored to the
unique needs of our community."
The non—profit organization Family Pride Coalition is partner—
ing with Gay.com to provide a portion of the content for the
Gay.com Families Channel, such as offerings from landmark
publications, including "Opening More Doors: LGBT Parents and
their Impact on School Policy" and "How to Talk to Children
About our Families."
Family Pride Coalition‘s mission is to advance the well—being
of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender parents and their fam—
ilies through mutual support, community collaboration and pub—
lic understanding. Family Pride cites the American Bar
Association‘s estimate that at least six to 10 million children are
the sons and daughters of lesbian and gay parents, and more
and more same—sex couples are deciding to adopt or have chil—
dren through insemination or surrogacy.
"We are so excited to partner with Gay.com and
PlanetOut.com to offer the Families Channel," said Aimee
Gelnaw, executive director of the Family Pride Coalition. "This
emphasis on LGBT—headed families couldn‘t come at a more
critical moment. The Families Channel will enable us to carry the
mission of the Family Pride Coalition forward in an even broad—
er way, giving us access to millions of subscribers worldwide."
"A channel offering informative and inspiring content for gay
and lesbian parents and couples makes so much sense for our
members and our business," said Jeff Titterton, senior vice pres—
ident of member sales and services at PlanetOut Partners. "Now
Gay.com serves our members through every stop and stage of
life. | like to think of it this way: Our users meet in Gay.com
‘Personals,‘ plan movie dates together in ‘Entertainment," throw
an amazing ceremony with ‘Weddings,‘ select a gay—friendly
honeymoon destination in ‘Travel,‘ plan their fiscal future in
‘Finance‘ and eventually go to the ‘Parenting‘ area of our new
Families Channel for resources on having and raising children."
Titterton also is a Family Pride Coalition board member and
is planning to become a father in 2004.
The Gay.com Families Channel provides engaging content
from people who are building families, including Callaghan‘s "Mr.
Mom," the humorous day—to—day trials of a lesbian couple with a
toddler, and "Who‘s Your Daddy?" the diary of two gay dads.

"ll-cc “08‘s retired

Discovery Channel Presents

Rev. John Spong

7

By SAM TICKLE, M.D., guest writer
The Retired. Rev. John Shelby Spong, retired bishop of the
Diocese of Newark (Episcopal) and long—time international
activist for women‘s and gay/lesbian rights, spoke Feb. 11 to an
overflow crowd of 300 at Holy Trinity Community Church, 685
South Highland, in Memphis.
Tall and rangy with chis—
eled features more like
those of an outdoorsman
than of a bishop, Spong was
greeted by a standing ova—
tion as he walked to the cen—
ter of the chancel and began
his address. Speaking for
more than an hour without
notes, but with a great deal
of humor, the bishop traced
the themes and the theolog—
ical roots of the themes that
were the hallmarks of his
episcopacy and now char—
acterize his work as a promi—
nent columnist, theologian
.
and lecturer.
ay
Spong began his argu—
ment for an all inclusive, all—
empowering
Christianity
with a look at the Garden of Eden as seen through the lens of
contemporary scholarship and moved on from there all the way
through to the writings of the Apostle Paul. His contention that
the faithful life can only be lived in terms of the dynamic intention
and progressively—revealed spirit of scripture drew frequent
applause from an audience composed of area clergy, both
Episcopal and otherwise, as well as church members and the
general public.
Following was an animated Q&A session, during which
Spong asked that the first and last question come from a
woman, and, to the audience‘s applause, told the transgender

/
I

B E L L

Rev. John Spong

members of the audience that they might insert their questions
at any time they so chose.
The Bishop and Mrs. Spong were then honored with a formal
reception in the HTCC parish hall. The Episcopal Bookstore had
set up a mini—outlet of sorts in the hall, featuring Spong‘s numer—
ous books and related materials, and the Bishop spent most of
the reception time signing books for a long line of enthusiastic
fans and supporters.
"To have Bishop Spong in our sanctuary was a tremendous
affirmation to our community and the work we have set out to do
in Memphis," said Rev. Timothy Meadows, senior pastor of

HTCC. "Bishop Spong‘s call for a vision of a fuller humanity and
a demand for a progressive and open Christianity undergirded a
vital priority in combating the effects of a fundamentalism so
deeply felt in this part of the country. I will take his admonition to
‘live fully, love wastefully and be all you can be‘ to my grave."
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KATIEHIESTAN
Greetings, all. I hope you and your pets cel— tinal diseases. While these are primarily puppy diseases, adult
ebrated a lovely Valentine‘s Day together ... dogs need to have boosters to avoid infection, as well as to
who knows true love better than our furry boost the immune system generally.
Bordatella, or Kennel Cough, is a bit more optional, as it gen—
friends, right?
I‘ve been thinking about what to share with you all, and one erally isn‘t fatal; it is more in line with our common cold.
concern of many of my clients kept coming to mind: What‘s the However, if you dog is frequently around other dogs, it‘s defi—
deal with vaccines, which ones does my pet really need, and nitely recommended and is much cheaper than having to treat
the virus. This vaccine is usually given by dripping it in the nose
how long do they last? So, here‘s my take on it.
(dogs absolutely hate it) because it is easily absorbed into the
Dogs and cats are both required by law to be vaccinated
against rabies in Shelby County. They should get this vaccine mucous membranes there.
Lyme Disease is the final vaccine that we give dogs annually
every year — that‘s the law. While there is a three—year rabies
vaccine that is recognized in some states, it isn‘t in at the clinic I work at. Lyme Disease is carried by ticks, so any
Tennessee; so it‘s a shot every year for our kids. Additionally, dog that runs even the slightest risk of picking up a tick needs it;
dogs are issued a tag, which they need to wear; again, it‘s the owners of dogs which only step outside long enough to do their
law. And the tag can be used to locate you in the event they business sometimes opt out of this one.
Now, let‘s turn to our masters.
are ever lost.
Cats need several vaccines yearly, in addition to their Rabies.
Cats are only issued certificates. From a legal standpoint,
What is commonly referred to as the Feline Distemper vaccina—
rabies is the only vaccine required for felines.
However, veterinary medicine is concerned with much more tion is one of the recommended shots. Contrary to its name, it
than the legal aspects of vaccines; your pet‘s health is the top does not contain distemper; cats are not susceptible to this virus.
It gets this nickname because it covers a series of upper respi—
priority. The Tennessee Veterinary Medical Association has
developed a protocol covering what is recommended to keep ratory diseases of the cat, similar to distemper in dogs. In addi—
your pet healthy, as well as legal. First, let‘s consider man‘s (and tion, cats should definitely get feline leukemia vaccines, a par—
ticularly nasty, easily transmittable and fatal disease. Feline
lesbians!) best friends.
Infectious Peritonitis, a vaccine given intra—nasally (just like
Dogs should be vaccinated yearly with a combination vaccine
that contains, among other things, Distemper, Parvo and
Corona; it covers a series of upper respiratory and gastro—intes—
See Passionate About Pets, page 37
—
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Make your family complete
with a new best friend.
Many wonderful animals are abandoned each year.
They are looking for a home with the care and understanding
that you can provide.
Bring a new friend into your family. You‘ll be surprised
at the loyalty and love they‘ll bring into yourlife.
Meet with an adoption counselor today and discover
Memphis Shelby County Humane Society
2238 Central Ave — Memphis, TN 38104

23
Years
a
lit'peri ence

Hours: 11 am — 5 pm ~ M—S / 901—276—1753
Pet Waggin‘, mobile pet adoption van available for events,
festivals & gatherings. Call Lauren at 901—276—7770

__ fg} wwmemphishumane.org _
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NOW

WITH 2 LOCATIONS

TO BETTER SERVE YOU!
1379 Lamar, Suite B
2651 Union Ext.
(901) 274—9190
(901) 452—5000

Passionate About Pets
from page 36
Kennel Cough in dogs) we consider a bit more optional, because
it is not as effective a vaccine as the others with about 80 per—
cent protection. Still, that‘s a lot better than nothing.
I‘m often asked, in relation to cats in particular, if it is nec—
essary to vaccinate animals that live strictly indoors. The
truth is, if your cat absolutely never goes outside or comes
into any contact with cats not in your household, they should
be safe. However, I‘m not comfortable depending on that
absolute in my own cats, and | recommend that you don‘t
either. Cats do sometimes slip out the door, and it is possi—
ble that other cats might slip in; | won‘t take any chances
with my babies.
One final concern | hear fairly often is whether or not our
pets need to be vaccinated every single year. Again, this is
our recommendation. We know that the vaccines we use last
at least a year. It is possible that they may last longer, but the
drug companies have yet to do the research to determine
exactly how long they will routinely provide protection. Thus,
the safest thing is to get everything boostered every year. If
you are a couple of months late in getting around it to for one
of your fuzzy kids, don‘t sweat it, they should be covered.
But, an annual checkup, including vaccines, is by far the
safest way to go.

Postries & Porafurnalia for the Pooch! \

ou

247 South Cooper ® Memphis
(901) 276—4041
www.Consumerlst.com/180280
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TREAT

OF
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The opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the magazine. For
serious problems, seek professional help. Send questions to Family &
Friends, PO. Box 771948, Memphis, TN 38177—1948, or email them to
FamilyMag@aol.com.

CAKE
THE

CLUB

1 pound Treat of the Month
1 pound assorted treats
(shipped direct each month)

Be The Cat‘s Meow! wy
_Stop by andpick,

|

$21.95 per month + tax
OR

f

$229.95 + tax paid in full

out a newfriend ,

shipping included in continental U.S.

or 2 today!

Bi—monthly rates: $24.95 or $134.95
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The House of Mews
944 South Cooper
Memphis, TN 38104
(901) 272—3777
Houseofmew@aol.com
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lege
ks out at Rhodes Col
Judy Shepard spea
not to hate.
a
"The gay community is notorious for not voting and making
com—
By ANITA MOYT, managing editor
thumbnail of every issue," she said, asking that the GLBT
munity make their voice heard at the polls.
On Feb. 11, Judy Shepard, executive director of the Matthew
Shepard also commented on the focus of gays and lesbians
time
Shepard Foundation, made a return visit to Memphis, this
in
the
media.
On
speaking at Rhodes College as a guest of FOSTER (Forum
monitors fair and accurate representations of gays
"GLAAD
tion.
organiza
us
Sexuality To Encourage Respect), an on—camp
and lesbians in the media to be sure media doesn‘t perpetuate
Shepard first came to Memphis in September 2000, two
stereotypes," Shepard said. Noting that even "Will and
the
was
years after the hate—crime murder of her son, Matthew, who
"In
Grace" in some ways perpetuates gay stereotypes, she said:
gay. Matthew‘s murder moved our nation then, and continues to
good."
is
exposure
any
the big picture,
move it now.
When asked how people can stop the proposed U.S.
Family & Friends asked Shepard how things have changed
Constitutional "Marriage Amendment," the purpose of which is to
during the past four years.
deny gay and lesbian couples the right to marriage, she said,
"Back then there was just me (at the foundation)," Shepard
will
"First, we need to elect a different president. | think people
replied. "Now we will soon have four (employees)." The founda—
the
for
point
tipping
a
is
it
issue;
big
make it (gay marriage) a
tion was started in December 1998.
issue."
divisive
very
a
party,
Republican
The foundation has since published the book, A Face in
And her philosophy remains one of peace, not hate.
the Crowd, and produced a video about homeless gay youth,
"In general people need to be kind to each other and not drag
tion
or "throwaways," entitled "Out in the Cold." The organiza
each other down," Shepard said. "The world would be a better
also publishes educational supplements. She added that the
place ... we have to be able to agree to disagree."
just
has
foundation‘s website at www.matthewshepard.org,
It is quite apparent Shepard is dedicated to the memory of
been revamped.
son and the work that has been set before her.
her
And she isn‘t through, yet. She said she desires "to have
am busier now than ever before," Shepard concluded. "So
"I
kids
s
a series of shelters to keep gay and lesbian homeles
long as I have the stamina, I‘ll keep going. ... When the gay and
off the streets."
lesbian community is brought up to the same level as the rest
Noting that a few organizations in the Memphis area had
and when parents stop throwing away their children, I‘ll quit."
and
21,
to
13
received grants for programs for GLBT youth, ages
After meeting with individuals with the media, Shepard was
have subsequently altered their programs to require participants
to dinner with members of FOSTER and other guests.
escorted
that
to be at least 18 years of age, Shepard said: "It is a problem
to the student body utilized a combination of
presentation
Her
a
have
to
have
they
faces the throwaway gay kids. (Ironically,)
video, court statements and discussion to educate students and
ly
parent‘s signature to be there. It is a huge problem, especial
community members on hate language and hate crimes. She
since kids are coming out younger and younger. There needs to
also discussed how hateful behavior is a learned behavior.
be an outlet for them."
For more information, go online to www.matthewshepard.org
She added that by speaking at colleges, she is speaking to
or
www.
future educators and one of their jobs is to teach their students

Judy Shepard
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GLAAD, Absolut launch online opinion poll
The Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation (GLAAD)
and Absolut Vodka have launched an online poll which allows
visitors to select their Favorite Out Image in entertainment media
from 2003. The Favorite Out Image of 2003 poll is available at
www.glaad.org.
Voting closes March 10, 2004.
The winner will be announced and awarded at the 15th
Annual GLAAD Media Awards ceremony on Saturday, March 27,
at the Kodak Theatre in Los Angeles.
Openly—gay celebrities listed on the Favorite Out Image ballot
include the Fab Five from "Queer Eye for the Straight Guy," Ellen
DeGeneres, Melissa Etheridge and Isaac Mizrahi. Also, gay and
lesbian characters from film and television include Will Truman
and Jack McFarland from "Will & Grace," Bianca Montgomery
from "All My Children," and Keith Charles and David Fisher from
"Six Feet Under." Voters also have the opportunity to write—in
their favorite celebrity or character from 2003.
Voters may vote more than once, but can only vote once per
day. Visitors can log in daily to check the status of their favorites.
In addition, voters, age 21 and over, can enter a drawing to
win two VIP box seats to the 15th Annual GLAAD Media Awards
ceremony on March 27. The VIP box seat winner also receives
airfare for two, a two—night stay at the Renaissance Hollywood
Hotel and will have the opportunity to meet GLAAD Media
Awards nominees, honorees and presenters in the ABSOLUT
greenroom before the ceremony.
A complete list of this year‘s GLAAD Media Award nominees

and honorees can be found at www.glaad.org/mediaawards.
Founded in 1985, GLAAD is the nation‘s lesbian, gay, bisex—
ual and transgender media advocacy organization. The GLAAD
Media Awards recognize and honor the media for their fair, accu—
rate and inclusive representations of the lesbian, gay, bisexual
and transgender community and the issues that affect their lives.
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Jesus.
It‘s been said that we are crazy at Prescott, because
of the stances we take and our proud tradition
of welcoming everyone, regardless of race, sexual, or
political orientation. It‘s been said that Jesus was crazy too and
we always try to do our very best to follow Him.
If you‘ve been looking for a church that‘s radically different,
with an active mission to explore compassion, peace, justice
and the love of Christ, come see what all the craziness is about!
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Quote / UnouoTtE

sy Rex WooKnEr

"Shopping is my cardio!"
— "Queer Eye for the Straight Guy‘s"
Carson Kressley when asked, "What type of
workout keeps you in shape?" by BravoTV.com.
"I‘m now called a gay activist and I quite like the label. It
sounds rather important — more important than just being an
actor — don‘t you think? No one ever thinks actors have any—
thing important to contribute, and for the most part, that
assumption is entirely correct, myself included. We can all be
incredibly self—absorbed — mostly out of insecurity. | think a
lot of people become actors because they are insecure, and
acting teaches you how to hide your insecurities. You appear
relaxed and in control. I‘m past those demons now. | think
you have to move past them in order to really take risks, and
that‘s what acting demands. Also, coming out was a huge
relief from that dreadful, stressful sense of lying — or not
being completely honest with the people around you. All that
angst is gone now."
— Gay actor Sir lan McKellen to the Vancouver Sun,
Jan. 9.

start to shift."
— "Angels in America" author Tony Kushner to the Key
West gay newspaper Celebrate!, Jan. 22.
"I have made out with a woman. Once. No, more than once.
... | heard the rumor about me, and 1 thought maybe there
could be something to that. It was fine, but I am not gay. I wish
I was. It would be so much easier."
— Actress—author Carrie Fisher to The Advocate, Feb. 3.
"If the Vice President thinks gay relationships are such a
threat to society that we need to amend the U.S. Constitution,
then he needs to explain why a lesbian in a same—sex rela—
tionship is running his re—election campaign. Are we a threat or
aren‘t we?"
— Activist John Aravosis (of DontAmend.com and
StopDrLaura.com fame) announcing the Feb. 13 launch of
DearMary.com, targeting U.S. Vice President Dick
Cheney‘s openly lesbian daughter, who disappeared from
gay circles in recent months just as she was needed to
help fight the same—sex marriage battle.

"All I heard was that the last thing | should do is come out.
Instead, | think the interest has never been stronger. The
phone definitely rings more than it ever has (with job offers)."
— "Queer As Folk" actor Robert Gant (who plays Ben
Bruckner) to USA Today, Jan. 13.

"Two women is way sexier than two men in bed. We have
a better feel for our bodies. I‘m no virgin. I love experimenting
with my sexuality. ... All this ‘do not touch‘ nonsense is not me."
— Pop singer Christina Aguilera to Britain‘s The Sun,
Feb. 5.

"All people on active duty, even rednecks, know there are
gay people serving alongside them. You have a communal
shower with 20 or 30 guys in there, chances are one or two of
them are gay. There are gays in the special forces. | knew
some in Green Berets and Navy SEALS. There are soldiers in
Iraq and Afghanistan who are out to their unit, and it doesn‘t
impair their combat effectiveness. The unit is okay with it."
— Retired Navy Rear Admiral Alan M. Steinman, to
People magazine, Jan. 12.

"I love the thought of someone in Nebraska or wherever
watching and realizing that they‘re not that different from any—
one else. | wanted the weight on my shoulders to represent
the gay community. I‘d be kicking myself right now if I wasn‘t
a part of this."
— "The L Word" actress Leisha Hailey to The
Advocate, Feb. 17.
®

"We‘re not actors, we‘re just guys on a TV show being our—
selves. We don‘t claim to represent the entire gay community.
There‘s no way five people could do that. We do happen to
work in fashion and beauty industries — that‘s just who we are
as five guys. It‘s important though for us to be able to be our—
selves. If that means that in some way we sometimes embody
these stereotypes, then so be it, because if it‘s not okay to
sometimes be stereotypical — whatever that means — then it‘s
allowing a fearful straight community to dictate to me how I
should behave."
— "Queer Eye for the Straight Guy‘s" Kyan Douglas to
Miami‘s The Weekly News, Dec. 18, 2003.
""Queer Eye‘ is an embarrassing shopping spree.
Sometimes it‘s very icky, and at other times it‘s quite witty. But
I think there‘s some radical things happening there. You‘ve got
these gay men and these straight men sort of crawling all over
one another in their underpants, talking about things men are
not supposed to talk about. And something starts to happen,
the notion of the boundaries between gay and straight men

"When the show has aired, we haven‘t heard anything from
anyone about when Philip and Simon kiss. Or in the pilot
episode — in the end we were shown in bed together. That‘s
great. | love that we‘re flying under the radar."
— Openly gay actor Christopher Sieber who plays
Simon on the ABC—TV sitcom "It‘s All Relative," to
Florida‘s Contax Guide, Jan. 29.
"I performed for Howard Dean about a month and a half
ago, and I really loved him. So, I‘m very disappointed he f*****
it up. ... It‘s over. He‘s finished. He lost his cool. He‘s too reac—
tive and he blew it. He has terrible Scorpio anger and he has—
n‘t learned how to harness it yet. So this will be a great spiri—
tual lesson for him."
— Bisexual comedian Sandra Bernhard to the Portland,
Ore., gay newspaper Just Out, Feb. 6.
Quotes compiled by Rex Wockner, who has reported news for the
gay press since 1985. His work has appeared in more than 200 gay
publications. He has a B.A. in journalism from Drake University, started
his career as a radio reporter and has written extensively for the main—
stream media, as well.
March 2004
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On Staee Now

N
Tnratr® Happenings ‘Rounp Town

ks
UofM presents new voices, wor
The University of Memphis Department of Theatre & Dance
all
will present Scribbles: A Festival of New Plays March 25—27;
an
hts
playwrig
shows begin at 8 p.m. Scribbles gives budding
pre—
opportunity to showcase their work in front of an audience,
for
$15
are
which
Tickets,
stage.
the
for
voices
new
senting
calling
by
e
availabl
are
adults and $10 for seniors and students,
(901) 678—2576.

‘s
The Voices of the South will present Wilhe/mina Millicent
World of Imagination March 18, 19 and 20, at 7 p.m., and March
the—
21 at 2 p.m., at TheatreWorks, located at 2085 Monroe. This
written
poetry
‘s
children
of
on
adaptati
new
atrical gem is an all
for
by native Southerner and winner of the Eudora Welty Prize
ordi—
your
not
is
Millie
Children‘s Literature, Dana Berbette. Willie
nary girl. This precocious red head has a mind of her own, one
chocked full of rhymes and imagination. Join Willie as she spins
her yarns and tickles your funny bone. For more information, call
(901) 323—0128.

Auditions for The Playhouse on the Square‘s production of
Nine are set for Sunday, March 28, at 6 p.m. at the theater, locat—
ed at 51 South Cooper. Director Dave Landis is casting the role
of several women, ages 20s and older, and one male, age mid—
30s to early—40s.
Those interested in auditioning need to prepare 16 bars of a
song and be prepared to move. An accompanist will be provid—
ed and a CD/tape player also will be available; no a cappella
singing is permitted. Also, bring a headshot and resume. There
will be a minor dance audition, so dress comfortably.
Nine, based on Fellini‘s film 8 1/2, is a spectacular Tony Award
winning musical offering a lush tapestry of passion and poetry as
a genius film director weaves the threads of a crumbling reality
with sensual illusion. Blending lavish pageantry with a soaring
musical score, one man‘s pursuit of happiness is complicated by
the dames and divas who vie for his love and affection in this tale
of fantasy and folly. Nine is set to run Aug. 6 through Sept. 5.
For more information, call Courtney Oliver at (901) 725—0776
or email her at courtney@playhouseonthesquare.org.

The Philadelphia Film Society invites filmmakers and videog—
raphers to submit works to the 2004 Philadelphia International
Gay and Lesbian Film Festival, set for July 15—27. One of the
largest such events in the country, the film festival is seeking all
genres — features, shorts, animation and documentaries, in film
or video formats.
Deadline for entries is Friday, April 30. To enter, filmmakers
should visit the film society‘s website at www.phillyfests.com, fill
out the online application form and follow the instructions to send
the festival a preview tape.
Founded in 1994, the Philadelphia International Gay and
Lesbian Film Festival attracted 27,000 film lovers from the U.S.
in 2003, and screened 130 films from 24 countries, including six
world premieres.
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Playwrights‘ Forum to stage debu
e of
The Playwrights‘ Forum will stage the Mid—South premier
Works,
The Man Who Only Wanted a Screwdriver at Theatre
ay to
2085 Monroe Avenue (behind Overton Square), Thursd
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For more information or reservations, call (901) 725—204

t
Things are B/ve at Circui
through
now
stage
on
is
t,
Blue, by Charles Randolph—Wrigh
April 4 at The Circuit Playhouse, 1705 Poplar Avenue.
in a
Business is booming at the Clark Family Funeral Home
her
running
is
Tillie,
ch,
matriar
and
a
small town in South Carolin
with
runs
III
Sam
s.
busines
family
the
runs
Jr.
Sam
while
mouth
the girls, 12 year—old Reuben runs errands and high—society
Peggy is running up the credit cards.
Enlivened by the music of jazz singer, Blue Williams — and a
force to be reckoned with — Peggy has grand ambitions for the
futures of her two sons. But when a young lady arrives from the
wrong side of the tracks, hidden strifes and a haunting past
threaten everyone‘s future happiness.
See Bie, nage 43

ETC to stage 2 plays in
April at TheatreWorks
Emerald Theatre Company presents an evening of
ladies on the edge, April 2 —11, with a double—feature at
TheatreWorks, 2085 Monroe behind Overton Square.
The Madness of Lady Bright, by Lanford Wilson, and
Vampire Lesbians of Sodom, by Charles Busch will be
staged Fridays and Saturdays, April 2—3 and 9—10, at 8
p.m., and Sundays, April 4 and 11, at 2 p.m.
The Madness of Lady Bright is a searing and revealing
look at the world of an aging drag queen and his mental
demise. This one—man show will be performed by ETC
founder Den—Nickolas Smith and directed by ETC Co—
Artistic Director Hal Harmon.
Vampire Lesbians of Sodom, one of the longest—running
plays in Off—Broadway history, tells the saga of two fatally—
seductive vampiresses whose paths first collide in ancient
Sodom. Their bitter rivalry as bloodsuckers, but more
importantly as actresses, endures for 2,000 years with
stops along the way in 1920s silent movie Hollywood and
contemporary Las Vegas.
Vampire Lesbians features Melinda Swofford, Gina
Garrone, Angela Garrone, Michael Hoots, Charlie Green,
Abigail Amsden, Robert Boozman and Raj Shah. Harmon
directs this production, as well.
Tickets are $10 each; reservations can be made by call—
ing (901) 722—9302.

Playhouse to

stage

Friends of Dorothy in the Memphis and Mid—South area will
be glad to know that The Wizard of Oz will be on stage at
Playhouse on the Square, 51 South Cooper, March 12 through
April 18.

The Wizard of 0z

Ingersoll is the Tin Man; Brian James Porter is the Scarecrow;
Harry Culpepper Jr. is the Cowardly Lion; Anna Lise Jensen is
Glinda the Good Witch, and Karin Barile Hill is the Wicked Witch
of the West. The cast is backed by a powerhouse ensemble,
which includes Kyle Barnette, Courtney Oliver, Phillip Hughen,
Mandy Lane, Meg Greer and a cast of 20 children.
Showtimes for The Wizard of Oz are Fridays at 7 p.m., and
Saturdays and Sundays at 2 p.m. Tickets are $26 for adults; $18
for seniors; $16 for students and military personnel and $12 for
children. The Pay What—You—Can Performance is set for
Wednesday, March 17, at 7 p.m.
For tickets or more information, call the Playhouse on the
Square Box Office at (901) 726—4656.
Family & Friends Magazine is a proud media sponsor of The
Wizard of Oz.

EMERALD

Swept somewhere over the rainbow far from her comfortable
Kansas home, Dorothy and her pup, Toto, are swept up by a tor—
nado to the adventure of a lifetime. After her house falls upon
the Wicked Witch of the East, Dorothy find herself prey to the
horrifying Wicked Witch of the West. She must get home at
once, but the only way out is to find the Emerald City and the
great Wizard of Oz who lives there. Following the yellow brick
road, Dorothy meets up with a Scarecrow without a brain, a Tin
Man without a heart and a Lion with no courage — each of whom
join her on the journey to see the Wizard of Oz, while heroical—
ly offering the homesick heroine wisdom, love and courage in

THEATRE

COMPANY
presents

her darkest hours.
One of the greatest classics of all time, The Wizard of Oz is
a remarkable tale for anyone who has ever tapped into their own
imagination to find a missing piece of themselves.
Guest director Shorey Walker (The Who‘s Tommy, Grease,
Peter Pan) returns to Playhouse on the Square backed by a fan—
tastic production cast and crew that guarantees to breathe new
life into this age—old tale. Angela Groeschen (Peter Pan, HONK!,
Macbeth) stars as Dorothy; Dave Landis is The Wizard; Michael
AT THEATREWORK
April 211, 2004

Blue
from page 42

This richly—comic tale of a well—to—do African—American family
is a warm and charming coming—of—age saga about tenderness,
acceptance and the search for unconditional love.
Directed by local artist Anastasia Herin (God‘s Man in Texas),
Blue is backed by a talented local cast, including India Bruce,
Andre Grant, Richard D. Jones, Monette McLin, Doris Norris and
Greggory Siggers.
Showtimes for Blue are Thursdays through Saturdays at 8
p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m. Tickets are $20 for adults, $18 for
seniors, $16 for students & military personnel and $12 for chil—
dren. The Pay—What You—Can Performance is set for Thursday,
March 4, at 8 p.m.
For tickets or more information, call the box office at (901)
726—4656.
Family & Friends Magazine is a proud media sponsor of Blue.

The Madness of
Lady Bright Staring Den—Nickolas Smith
Directed by Hal Harmon
VAMPIRF
Directed by Hal Hamm

LFSBIANS

@F SOPQOM

Showtimes:

Fridays & Saturdays

Tickets: $10
For reservations,

8 p.m.

Sundays « 2 p.m.
March 2004
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Question: How effective are latex condoms in
preventing HIV?
Answer: Studies have shown that latex condoms are highly
effective in preventing HIV transmission when used consistently
and correctly. These studies looked at uninfected people con—
sidered to be at very high risk of infection because they were
involved in sexual relationships with HIV—infected people. The
studies found that even with repeated sexual contact, 98 to 100
percent of those people who used latex condoms correctly and
consistently did not become infected.

HIV/AIDS TESTING SITES & INFORMATION
Memphis & Shelby County Health Department
814 Jefferson Avenue, Room 221
7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Monday to Friday
Testing conducted on teens, ages 13 and up, without
parental consent. HIV Test Cost: FREE
For more information, call (901) 544—6808
Memphis Regional Planned Parenthood
1407 Union Avenue, Third Floor
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday—Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday
FREE OraSure testing for ages 13—24
Over age 24: $35 blood test « $40 OraSure
For more information, call (901) 544—6808
Friends For Life & The Positive Living Center
1384 Madison Avenue / 1000 South Cooper
Call Friends For Life for dates and times
FREE OraSure — appointments may be required
For more information, call (901) 272—0855
New Directions Inc.
4466 Elvis Presley, Suite #310
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday — Friday
Appointments Required
HIV Test Cost: FREE
For more information, call (901) 346—5497

Agencies provide HIV counseling and testing at various
health fairs and community events throughout the year.
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Question: Can I get HIV from kissing?
Answer: On the cheek: HIV is not transmitted
casually, so kissing on the cheek is very safe. Even
good
if the other person has the virus, your unbroken skin is a
social
y
ordinar
such
from
barrier. No one has become infected
contact as dry kisses, hugs and handshakes.
a
Open—mouth kissing: Open mouth—kissing is considered
pro—
,
However
HIV.
of
ssion
very low risk activity for the transmi
longed open mouth kissing could damage the mouth or lips and
then
allow HIV to pass from an infected person to a partner and
mouth.
the
in
enter the body through cuts or sores
Because of this possible risk, the CDC recommends against
open mouth kissing with an infected partner. One case sug—
sex
gests that a woman became infected with HIV from her
open—
during
blood
nated
contami
to
e
exposur
partner through
mouth kissing.
Reprinted from the website of Centers for Disease Control &
Prevention, National Center for HIV, STD and TB Preventions at
www.cdo.gov/hiv/pubs/faq.

Gay, Lesbian Medical
Association calls on Bush
The Gay and Lesbian Medical Association (GLMA), on Feb.
19, called on the Bush administration to end its policies of dis—
torting scientific findings and censoring research to avoid infor—
mation that runs counter to its political beliefs.
Citing a 38—page report released by the Union of Concerned
Scientists (UCS), endorsed by 60 influential scientists, including
20 Nobel laureates, GLMA decried administration policies that
"misrepresent scientific knowledge and misled the public about
the implications of its policies," according to the UCS report.
"Sadly, nothing in this report is a surprise," said GLMA
President Kenneth Haller, MD. "This report validates the experi—
a
ences of GLMA members and researchers who, for more than
and
HIV
into
research
of
ip
censorsh
year now, have reported
LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender) health. Most
recently the NIH (National Institutes of Health) has had to spend
precious time and resources on an internal investigation into
more than 150 grants, many given to researchers into HIV and

share needles.
At the barber/beauty shop
customer‘s request, free, con—
The Memphis HIV Family this outreach effort known as
fidential OraSure testing will
Care Network at Methodist "Project Stylin‘." Staff coordina—
be provided. Caseworkers will
Lebonheur Children‘s Medical tors are presently being hired
follow—up those who test posi—
Center recently received a and trained. Soon they will be
tive at the network‘s health
three—year, $150,000 grant,
visiting the beauty salons and partners‘ locations.
which will provide HIV/AIDS the barbershops armed with
The $150,000 grant from
prevention education in beauty educational brochures about
Agouron Pharmaceuticals, a
salons and barbershops in
HIV/AIDS prevention.
division of Pfizer, the world‘s
area African—American and
The need for such out— largest drug maker, represents
Hispanic communities.
reach has been well docu— a long—term, altruistic commit—
Why these locations? Why mented. The AIDS rate
ment to improving the health of
not? Where else do women among women of color is
Americans, particularly women
go to have their hair cut or 18 times higher than that of of color. Pfizer is spending $3
styled and catch up on the white women. Men may
million in nine Southern states
latest gossip, and talk about infect their partners without to fight HIV/AIDS. Agouron
their lives and the lives of realizing that they them—
manufactures Viracept, a pop—
others? Men go to barber selves are infected, particu—
ular AIDS treatment drug. By
shops to gossip, talk sports larly those on the down—low the way, Pfizer also makes
and learn about others.
(self—identified heterosexu— that little blue diamond for men
Haven‘t
you
seen al men, with wives and/or — Viagra.
Barbershop or its sequel? girlfriends, who have sex
For more information, or to
There‘s even talk of a third with men, yet do not con—
request training at your beauty
sequel to be called Beauty sider themselves bisexual
salon or barbershop, call (901)
Shop, staring Queen Latifah.
or homosexual) or who 575—6575.
Locally, a new item of con—
versation
will
soon
be
HIV/AIDS prevention, a subject
not likely to be discussed in
STATSCRIPT PHARMACY
Sunday school or heard about
from
the
pulpit.
Karen
Carothers Coleman, M.A.,
CHRONIMED
director of the Community HIV
StatScript is a leader in providing community—based
Network, anticipates that more
than 100 barbers, stylists and
pharmacy services for people with chronic health conditions.
beauticians will be trained in

r

By JIM EASTER, staff writer

volunteers
Friends
For
Life
Corporation, 1384 Madison
Avenue, is seeking volunteers
who are bilingual, fluent in
both English and Spanish, to
help in its HIV/AIDS educa—
tional and services outreach to
the Memphis and Mid—South
Spanish—speaking citizens.
Those who are interested in
helping out should call Ana
Miranda, FFL‘s Latino commu—
nity outreach case manager, at
(901) 272—0855 or email her at
mirandaffl@yahoo.com.
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Private one—on—one consultation
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INSIDE

BY BRENDA COLLINS
Have | got myself in a pickle this time. I have been loosing
weight lately and my girlfriend insisted that I go to the doctor and
find out why. Well, | would rather have eaten nails. My doctor has
informed me that | am HIV—positive. | am waiting for the addi—
tional blood work to come back to see if | need to be on med—
ication yet.
How am I going to tell her? She thinks that | have been faith—
ful to her and as far as other women are concerned, | have. It is
the men that are the problem. Since I divorced my husband, 1
have still been kick‘n it with some brothas. | can‘t help myself.
When she finds out she will probably break up with me and me
and my kids will be out on the street.
How could I have been so stupid? I believed those men when
they said they were clean. I have to make sure they don‘t find
out. If they do, nobody will come around me again. I don‘t want
to take that risk. I‘ll just make them wear a condom and that will
keep us both safe.
And then there is the problem of telling my kids. I have a son,
10, and a daughter, 14. How will they react? Will they still love
me and take care of me if I get sick? I really need to talk to some—
one about all of this to find out how to handle these problems.
The doctor‘s office gave me some information about an
agency that has people to talk to. I don‘t want to be in no group
or nothing. | will talk to a professional by myself but not in a
group. I don‘t want anyone knowing my business. You know, all

The first

cup’s
C

f

%

Those who are HW~Pomtive(and their partners)

can attend March 8 and 22 from 6 to 8 p.m
For location and information, call (901) 272—0855
Funded in part by the Mid—South AIDS Fund
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it takes is one loud mouth and everyone in town knows your
business. I can‘t take that risk just yet. I need more information
before I tell anyone.
|
My girlfriend is very loving and supportive but I need some
time before | let her know about this. I need time to think. My
mind is really jumbled with stuff right now and I can‘t think. It |
reminds me of when | was on that rock and couldn‘t think
straight. Yes, I had a drug problem. I have been clean for eight |
years now. The way my mind is racing right now certainly does
remind me of that time.
I am going to make an effort to call this agency tomorrow and |
see if I can talk to someone one—on—one. They can help me
decide what to do and how to tell my girlfriend and my children.
I will keep in touch and let you know how it goes. Pray for me.
This is a personal opinion piece. The views expressed in this
column are those of the writer and are not necessarily those of
Family & Friends Magazine or its staff.

Transgender vets invited to march
The Transgender American Veterans Association (TAVA)
invites transgender veterans and service members from around
the country to join them in remembering, honoring and healing
at its "Transgender Veterans March to the Wall" set for Saturday,
May 1, in Washington, D.C. The march will honor all veterans,
not just the many transgender people who have served in the
U.S. Armed Forces with pride and honor.
This gathering will include visits to the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial, the World War II Iwo Jima Memorial and Arlington
Cemetery, where the first—ever laying of a wreath at the Tomb of
the Unknown Soldier by transgender veterans will be held. It is
hoped that this symbolic ritual will help to provide healing and
recognition to those who have been and continue to be discrim—
inated against due to their transgender status.
Although there are no registration costs, those wishing to
attend do need to register at the TAVA website at
www.tavausa.org.
or
by
email
to
tg_vet_march_to_the_wall@yahoo.com. The host hotel for this
event is the Radisson Barcelo Hotel, 2121 P Street NW in

Vietnam Archives Oral

History Project seeks

in

D.C.

Washington, D.C. Reservations can be made by calling (800)
333—3333.
A welcoming reception will be held Friday, April 30, from 7 to
10 p.m. at the hotel. A Farewell to Arms dinner will be held on
Saturday, May 1, from 7 to 9 p.m. and a Farewell Breakfast will
be held Sunday, May 2, from 8 to 10 a.m.
Founded in 2003, TAVA addresses the growing concerns of
fair and equal treatment of transgender veterans and active duty
service members. As the population of gender—different people
increases, then so does the population of veterans and active
duty service members who identify as such. As an advocacy and
educational organization TAVA seeks to help the Veterans
Administration, the Department of Defense and Congress to bet—
ter understand and serve the needs of gender—different individu—
als who proudly serve in the military.
Monica Helms, president of TAVA, expressed her gratitude for
the letters of support TAVA has received from American Veterans
for Equal Rights, the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, the
Human Rights Campaign, Gender Education and Advocacy, the
National
Transgender
Advocacy
Coalition
and
the
Servicemembers Legal Defense Network.
"I am humbled by the overwhelming support we have
received from all these organizations and many others across
the country," Helms said. "I feel that with this much encourage—
ment and support for our veterans, the healing process will start
long before we even get to the Wall. These organizations have
given us the strength to make this journey possible."

GLBT service veterans
The Vietnam Archive‘s
Oral
History
Project
(Archive) is looking for
vets, including gay, lesbian,
bisexual and other veter—
ans, to participate in oral
history interviews that will
be deposited at the Archive
and made avail—
able
on
the
Internet to stu—
dents, researchers
and the public.
The
Vietnam
Archive, located at
Texas
Tech
University in
Lubbock,
Texas, is the largest repos—
itory of Vietnam War—relat—
ed material in the United
States, outside of the U.S.
National Archives. With
more than a million pages
of documents and photos
online, and several thou—
sand new pages added
each week, the Vietnam
Archive has become the
premiere
American
research institution on the

Vietnam War.
Those wishing to partic—
ipate will be asked to fill out
questionnaires that give a
roadmap of their Vietnam—
related experience. The
Archive is respectful of all
participants and welcomes
all points of view
on the conflict
and its aftermath.
The
Archive
also is actively
seeking
dona—
tions of original
photographs, film,
letters and any material
from the Vietnam era. For
original photos, the Archive
is able to digitize the
images and provide the
donor with a copy on CD.
If you would like to help
make sure the Vietnam
Archive represents your
experience, or for more
information, call Dr. Laura
Calkins at (806) 742—9010
or
email
her
at
laura.calkins@ttu.edu.

What do I Know
about me?

Memphis Regional
=

Planned Parenthood
Confidential STD and HIV/AIDS Testing
For Men and Women — 725—1717
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AREA

BARI Southeaster Italian
22 S. Cooper
(901) 722—2244

7

RESTAURANTS

Young Avenue Deli

Grill ‘n‘ Bar

2119 Young Avenue

326 S. Cleveland

Bogie‘s Delicatessen
2098 LaSalle Place
(901) 272—0022

Zinnie‘s East

Melange

1718 Madison Avenue

948 S. Cooper

(901) 274—7101

(901) 276—0002

The Brushmark
1934 Poplar (in the Brooks)
(901) 544—6225

NOT ON MAP

(901) 278—0034

(901) 725—9809

Pie In The Sky Pizza

Molly‘s La Casita

E 2149 Young Avenue
(901) 276—7437

2006 Madison Avenue
(901) 726—1873

Buns On The Run
2150 Elzey Avenue
(901) 278—BUNS

One Love Cafe

Cafe Ole
2127 Young Avenue
(901) 2741504

One More Bar & Grill

Cafe Soc ety
212 N. Evergreen
(901) 7222177

Barksdale Restaurant

Pancho‘s Mexican Restaurant
* 717 N. Whitestation
(901) 685—5404
* 87 S. Second Street
(901) 522—0011
RP Tracks
3547 Walker Street
(901) 327—1471

2158 Central Avenue

soGo
1255 Goodman Road
Horn Lake, MS
(662) 349—6565

(901) 722—7878

2117 Peabody
(901) 278—MORE

Twain‘s
inside Sam‘s Town Tunica
(800) 456—0711

237 South Cooper
(901) 722—2193
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turning
the
Cooper—Young area into a dining des—
tination. Prior to 1989, all that was
present in the area was The
Barksdale Restaurant. As a result of
Cafe Ole‘s success in the Cooper—
Young area, restaurants have sprung
up all around. For instance, the
Cooper—Young and the Cooper corri—
dor now have the likes of Tsunami,
Melange, The Beauty Shop, The
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Dining Out
from page 49

cheese. It is topped with
and
sauce
ranchero
served with rice. The
Carne Asada was excel—
lent, the tortilla wrap was
great in texture and this
dish was cooked to per—
fection. The flavor was
good and the combination
of the ranchero sauce,
spiced just right, with the
jack cheese and marinat—
ed steak really made this
dish. A warning however,
this thing is huge and only
a real man should try it.
Just be real hungry if you

Cafe Ole‘
959 S. Cooper — 901—274—1504
Note: The name is the same, but
Cafe Ole‘ is under new
ownership/management
Price/Cost: Dinner $15—$17 per per—
son (with no alcohol)
Dining Style: Casual
Cuisine: California—Mexican
Atmosphere: Mexican decor/com—
fortable and clean
Service: Excellent—plus
Quality of Food: Excellent—plus
Hours: Mon—Thu, 11 a.m.—1 a.m., Fri
11 a.m.—2 a.m., Sat 11:30 a.m.—2 a.m.
and Sun 11:30 a.m.—midnight
Delivery: Carry—out available
Liquor: Full bar/beer

1912 and, of course, Young
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When It‘s Time To Party—lt‘s Time For Sogo, Where It‘s Ahvays

CEPTION? OFFICE PARTY?
Be Entertained At One of Our Flaming Hibachi Grills or Kick Back With One Of Our Signature Cocktails in Our Sushi Bar.
Whatever Your Occasion —Celebrate it Sogo Style! Call And Book Your Party Today!

BIRTHDAY? ANNIVERSARY?

ONEY THE BEST

Goodman Road
HGan

ig

Ultra Premium Sushi, Steak and Spirits
1—55 South — Goodman Exit, Right — 1255 Goodman West, Horn Lake MS
G62 — 349 — 6565
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FREE

Streaming

Videos

BOGIE‘S

Out

of

the

Closets

(a free video website 0 www.00TC.tv)
DELICATESSEN

P

2098 LaSalle

BI? Brother
HERE! Pay—Per—view Direct TV 170 Trailers
Need help starting your business?
Jason and deMarco ExclusiveMusic Video
Garmento, the movie trailer
Vicki Wagner, comedian kicked out of military
Addicted to the Internet, drugs, sex? Take the test!
Coming Out Documentary: Meet an Out Senator
Public Domain films and cartoons
Meet Jim Varros from American Idol
Meet a Baptist mom who tells all about her gay son.
Lily Tomlin talks about being an actress in Hollywood
Elton John‘s Safe Sex Campaign
Learn How to Cook a Holiday Biscotti and Pasta
Are You Immune to HIV/AIDS? Meet someone who says he is.
There is so much video here, you‘ll have to see it to BELIEVE IT!

Memphis, TN 38104
(901) 272—0022

Josh & Nichol from

Featuring Boar‘s Head meats & cheeses

7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday — Friday
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday

chos
Fuur—Service Restaurants

East « 717 N. White Station (901—685—5404)
Downtown e 87 S. Second Street (901—522—0011)
West Memphis « 3600 E. Broadway (870—735—6466)
Quick—Serve Restaurant
East » 2841 S. Perkins Road (901—363—8118)

Aur Restaurants Oren at 11 a.m. Day
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Choice USA
from page 34
Young People‘s All—Access Pact to support youth leadership,
grassroots organizing and a broader vision of what it means to
be pro—choice.
Choice USA sees this march as a beginning. It‘s recruiting
and training efforts for the contingent will generate a powerful

GLMA
from page 44
LGBT health, based on charges leveled by the Traditional
Values Coalition, charges that were found to be completely
baseless by NIH Director Elias A. Zerhouni. That Congress and
the Bush Administration should give credence to such specious
charges is a scandal.
"What is chilling is how pervasive these trends are," Haller
concluded, "affecting not only LGBT health, but all areas of
health research and other science policy. GLMA has spoken out
on these issues on numerous occasions and will continue to do
so. We call on all who value accuracy in medical and scientific
research to call for a return to integrity regarding science policy
in this administration."
GLMA is the largest organization of its kind and the recog—
nized authority and leader in LGBT health. It exists to make the
health care environment a place of empathy, justice and equity.
The organization, founded in 1981, represents the concerns of
thousands of LGBT patients throughout North America. For
more information, go online to glma.org.

activist force of its campaigns in the fall. In particular, Choice
USAs Voter Action Strategies Training is a newly—developed
training that teaches young people how to run effective voter
registration, voter education and get—out—the—vote drives and use
them as part of campaigns to improve access to sex education
and reproductive health services in their communities.
It is the goal of Choice USA to build a youth and student
movement committed to reproductive freedom as a social justice
issue and it is determined to win local and statewide victories for
the future of the pro—choice movement.
For more information on Choice USA or on attending the
march, go online to www.choiceusa.org/march or call Ty Stacey,
this area‘s regional organizer, at (501) 912—2713 or email her at
tstacey@choiceusa.org.

Dining Out
from page 50
rich as this dessert is by itself. The desserts were, however, sim—
ply splendid.
All of the menu items, including the sauces and guacamole,
are made fresh on the premises, with the exception of the SPICY
cheese sticks and the carmel fudge pecan pie.
It should be noted the service was prompt and polite and that
everything also was served fresh and hot. Our server. Elizabeth,
was excellent. Thanks, Elizabeth, for a wonderful evening! We
will be back.
This is an opinion/editorial piece. The views expressed in this
column are those of the writer and are not necessarily those of
Family & Friends Magazine or its staff.
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Amnesty International

PERSONALIZED and PERMANENT
HAIR REDUCTION OF UNWANTED HAIR

looking into interactions

between GLBT police
International
human
rights
organization
Amnesty
International is presently looking into police interactions with les—
bian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) individuals and
communities across the United States.
The research project was conceived by OUTfront, the
Amnesty International USA program dedicated to advancing and
enforcing the human rights of GLBT people, and builds on
Amnesty International‘s historic and present work documenting
racial profiling and police brutality in the United States. The
research covers a broad range of police misconduct and abuse,
ranging from non—response and inappropriate responses, to dis—
criminatory targeting for law enforcement, to verbal, physical
and sexual harassment and abuse.
As part of this project, Amnesty is asking GLBT people to
share their experiences with law enforcement, both good and
bad. The organization wants to hear from people from all walks
of life across the country, and is particularly interested in the
experiences of GLBT people of color, youth, sex workers and
transgender individuals who are especially vulnerable to police
misconduct. Complete confidentiality is guaranteed to people
who come forward to tell their stories.
Amnesty researchers emphasize that it is important to docu—
ment GLBT people‘s experiences regardless of whether they
think the officer or officers involved knew about their sexual ori—
entation or gender identity, or if whether they think this affected
how they were treated. They also want people to know that there
doesn‘t have to be a beating or shooting for a person‘s story to
be important to the research — the point of the report is to find
out how law enforcement officers are treating GLBT folks across
the board; whether they were the target of a hate crime; they
were involved in a same—sex domestic violence situation, or
were harassed while walking down the street.
Finally, Amnesty is looking for stories involving both good and
bad experiences, as positive experiences will help to identify
"best practices" and make recommendations for change.
The report is scheduled for release in the summer of 2004, so
all those interested should contact Amnesty International with
any information you may have as soon as possible.
For more information, or to submit your testimony about your
experience with law enforcement, contact Trine Christensen at (212)
633—4277 or tchriste@aiusa.org, or go online to www.aiusa.org. Feel
free to call collect at (212) 807—8400.

«
l

Back ...

...

Arms

Chest ...
...

Legs

Face>

...

Neck

Exclusively using Laser:
Technology from Candela,
Respected Name in

—* Blue Facial Veins
« Wrinkles
Birthmarks
®

+ ‘Scars + Warts

And Many Other Types of
"__

Skin Conditions

More Information and to set up
nsultation appointment ...

PARK AVENUE COSMETIC
ASSOCIATES, LLC
Dr. John Morehead, MD

Over My Shoulder
from page 54
us said a lot of "good" things. A lot of us apologized to one anoth—
er and even hugged. And while that was a great way to end the
day, I told one person later that evening that I hoped it wasn‘t just
all talk and that time would only tell if everyone was being sin—
cere that afternoon.
That is the reason for keeping my promise, as well as mean—
ing what | said about getting more involved in the community.
And, if anyone cares, Len and I will be meeting in the near future
— and we‘ll be bringing our shopping carts.

6005 Park Avenue, Suite 300
Lowenberg Building
Memphis, TN 38119

901—680—9008

Personal Financing Available if Qualified
March 2004
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Museum needs volunteers
,
Want to volunteer your time at the Pink Palace Museum
with
interact
visitors;
greet
rs
Voluntee
?
Avenue
3050 Central
ry
children and adults in hands—on activities in the IMAX Discove
Sharpe
the
in
assist
and
ers,
interpret
or
Room: are exhibit hosts
Planetarium, the information desk or with special events. For
more information, call volunteer coordinator Diane McKinna at
(901) 320—6438.
Pink Floyd in lights at planetarium
Experience the "delicate, thunderous sounds" of Pink Floyd, at
the Sharpe Planetarium, located in the Memphis Pink Palace
Museum, 3050 Central Avenue, now through March 6. "Pink
Floyd LaserRock" features some of Pink Floyd‘s greatest tunes
choreographed with laser lights, slides and lighting effects on the
planetarium‘s domed starfield. Showtimes are 8:30 and 10 p.m.
Fridays and Saturdays. Tickets, which are $6.25 each, can be
reserved by calling (901) 320—6362. Due to music volume, this
show is not recommended for children under seven years of age.

"Sacred Spaces" is the most recent program in WKNO
Channel 10‘s on—going popular series, "Memphis Memoirs." Set
to first air on Tuesday, March 9, at 7 p.m., "Sacred Spaces" high—
lights historic downtown houses of worship, including First
United Methodist, First Presbyterian, Calvary Episcopal, St.
Peter‘s Catholic, St. Mary‘s Catholic, St. Mary‘s Episcopal,
Collins Chapel CME and First Baptist Church on Beale Street.

The Memphis Vocal Arts Ensemble will present "A Little Night
Music" Friday, March 19, at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, March 21, at 3
p.m., at the Buckman Performing and Fine Arts Center at St.
at
Mary‘s Episcopal School, located at 60 Perkins Road East
sen—
for
$15
adults;
for
$20
are
which
Tickets,
Road.
Grove
Walnut
.
iors, and $10 for students, are available by calling (901) 458—9766

Opera Memphis sets Jazz event
On Sunday, March 14, at 3 p.m. Opera Memphis will present
"Jazz at the Opera," featuring The Thrio GRT, an internationally—
acclaimed jazz trio. Tickets are $15 per person. Complimentary
beverages and hors d‘oeuvres will be served. The event will be
held at the new Clark Opera Memphis Center, located at 6745
Wolf River Parkway at Kirby. For more information, call (901)
257—3100 or go online to www.operamemphis.org.
Sierra Club plans meeting
The Sierra Club Chickasaw Group will hold its "First
Thursday" Gathering on Thursday, March 4, from 6 to 8 p.m. at
Otherlands Coffee Bar, 641 South Cooper. For more information,
call Jill Johnston at (901) 278—2713.
Water gardiens subject of class
On Thursday, March 4, at 1 p.m., at the horticulture administra—
tion building at Dixon Gallery and Gardens, 4339 Park Avenue,
Rick Pudwell, director of horticulture at the Memphis Botanic
Gardens, will discuss how water gardens have become an integral
part of many gardens, adding another dimension to the landscape.
Pudwell will offer advice on creating a simple water garden, includ—
ing choosing an appropriate site, installation techniques and plant
selection. This class is free with admission, which is $5 for adults;
$4 for seniors (60+), and free for students and children.

The Memphis Improvisational Theatre is offering classes in
basic improvisation, starting Saturday, March 20. Workshops,
which are three hours per week for eight weeks, will be held at
the Pyramid Center for World Dance, located at 5384 Poplar
Avenue, Suite #100. For more information, call Greg Childers at
(901) 309—5422 or email him at childers@memphisimprov.com.
Integrity to host Wendi C. Thomas
Integrity Memphis will hold its monthly meeting on Tuesday,
March 16, at 6:30 p.m. at Calvary Episcopal Church, located at
Second and Adams. A short worship service, led by Rev. Martha
Wagley of First Methodist Church, will be followed by guest speak—
er Wendi C. Thomas, columnist with The Commercial Appeal. For
more information, go online to www.geocities.com/integrity_mem—
phis/main.html.

Leslie Cartier (Tim Deaver), left, pictured here with
Hetti McDaniels, retired from the stage in February
after appearing both professionally and in numer—
ous benefit shows since the mid—1970s.
Photo courtesy of Vincent Astor
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Goldie Hawn to speak in Memphis
Actress Goldie Hawn will be the keynote speaker at the 3rd
Annual Methodist Healthcare Cancer Center Luncheon. Hawn
will speak on "The Healing Power of Humor" at The Peabody
Hotel, beginning at 11:45 a.m. on Thursday, April 15. Tickets start
at $50 per person. For more information or to order tickets, call
(901) 516—0500 or go online to www.methodisthealth.org. Seating
is limited, so plan to make reservations before March 21.
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Presidential hopeful Senator John Kerry (D—Mass.), with U.S.
Representative Harold Ford Jr. at his side, was greeted by a
standing—room—only crowd in Memphis on Feb. 9. The crowd had
assembled together on the eve of the Tennessee Democratic
Presidential Primary, in the ConAgra Building, at the corner of
Madison and 2nd Street.
A myriad of national, state and local political leaders were
there to show their support for the front—running Democratic can—
didate for President of the United States. Harold Ford Sr., civil
rights activist Julian Bond, John Ford, Barbara Swearington—
Holt, just to name a few. Of course, the media was there, as well,
from CNN to The Discovery Channel, from Newsweek to The
Commercial Appeal, and even a Swiss TV station.
"We are here in Memphis to mark the end of the Bush presi—
dency," Kerry began his speech to the enthusiastic throng of a
cross—section of the Memphis community: young, old, gay, straight,
retired, working, veteran, firefighter, black, white, hispanic.
Kerry then questioned the declaration of President Bush
aboard an aircraft carrier in 2003, after Baghdad was taken over
by troops of the United States and its allies — "Our mission is

"I had available the most amazing health care," he said.
"Senators and Congressmen saw to it that we get great health—
care." However, he used that acknowledgement to bring home
his plans to change healthcare in this country so that every fam—
ily‘s healthcare will be treated as just as important.
"I believe we can meet the needs of the American people," he
said.
As far as taxes goes, Kerry said it was his opinion that
President Bush‘s tax cuts were done for the wealthy and were
done at the expense of Social Security and the nation‘s school
children.
"We are going to rollback Bush‘s tax cuts for the wealthy,"
Kerry said, touching on his plan for garnering more money for
government programs that are in dire need of adequate funding.
"We are going to close up the loopholes of the big businesses,
like Tyco."
Speaking about the nation‘s school children, he focused on
the "No Child Left Behind" federal program established by
President Bush and his administration.
"I will hold our country accountable," Kerry said. "I will hold
See John Kerry, page 60

accomplished."
"It (should be) ‘mission abandoned," Kerry said, driving in the
stake of his message. "That is why, with Harold Ford Jr. and the
people across the county, ... we are going to take advantage of
(our election process) and turn this country around."
Kerry said he would put an end to "crony capitalism and pol—
ities" and, should he be elected, hold the present administration
accountable for its actions, which he felt were done to the advan—
tage of a few and at the expense of the American public.
To that end, Kerry promised to issue an executive order, upon
being electedpresident, that would require a five—year wait for
those individuals leaving government positions before they could
be hired in lobbying jobs.
"All meetings between public officials and lobbyists would be
made public record," Kerry said, explaining another step he
would take to let the American people know what was going on
in Washington behind closed doors.
Healthcare was also on Kerry‘s list of concerns.
"We will stop being the only nation where healthcare is just for
the rich and powerful; (we will make it) for all citizens," he said.
He went on to explain that he had dealt with the quandary of the
health care system in the illnesses and hospitalizations of both
his parents.
"I lost both parents. I‘ve seen all of it," Kerry said. "I‘ve had
them come to me in the rehabilitation hospital and tell me the
medicare reimbursements were over. What was | going to do
with my parent, who was being discharged from their hospital?
"We were lucky," Kerry continued, "to get private care, and
that wasn‘t easy. Unfortunately, most Americans don‘t have that
choice and have to decide whether to drain their savings, sell
their house or lose their dreams for their kids because they want
to honor their parents."
Kerry noted that he himself has dealt with the healthcare
world, having been diagnosed a year ago with prostate cancer.
"I stand before you cancer free," Kerry said. However, he
acknowledged that, as a U.S. Senator, healthcare was read—
ily available.
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Presidential hopefull Senator John Kerry with Harold Ford
Jr. during Kerry‘s recent trip to Memphis.
Photo by Anita Moyt

By REX WOCKNER, staff writer

reporter multiple copies of a new press release quoting Kerry as
saying, "I remain firmly opposed to any federal amendment on
this issue."
Asked if it would be odd for Kerry to oppose amending the
U.S. Constitution but not the Massachusetts Constitution,
Elmendorf said: "The federal Constitution and the state of
Massachusetts Constitution are two different constitutions. The
state constitutional amendment has not been written — it is a
hypothetical — and we‘re going to wait and see what it is. ... The
Constitution of the United States of America is entirely different.
He does not think the U.S. Constitution should be tampered with
over an issue like this."
Asked if Kerry thinks the Massachusetts Constitution should
be tampered with over an issue like this, Elmendorf said, "He
has not made that decision yet. ... He would considerit."
NPR spokesperson Laura Gross and "All Things
Considered" host Melissa Block refused to say whether Block
had intended to ask Kerry about the U.S. Constitution or the
Massachusetts Constitution.
"Melissa Block asked a question and Senator Kerry
answered the question the way he interpreted it to be asked,"
Gross said. "That‘s a little confusing. It doesn‘t matter what she
was asking him one way or the other. That was the question that
was asked, and he answered it."
Despite his opposition to same—sex marriage, Kerry was one
of only 14 senators who voted against the 1996 Defense of
Marriage Act (DOMA) that passed Congress and was signed
into law by Bill Clinton.
DOMA states: "No State, territory, or position of the United
States, or Indian tribe, shall be required to give effect to any pub—
lic act, record or judicial proceeding of any other State, territory,
possession or tribe respecting a relationship between persons of
the same sex that is treated as a marriage under the laws of
such other State, territory, possession, or tribe, or a right or claim
arising from such relationship. ... In determining the meaning of

Leading Democratic presidential contender Sen. John Kerry
is not necessarily opposed to a constitutional amendment to per—
manently ban same—sex marriage, he told National Public
Radio‘s "All Things Considered" Feb. 9.
Kerry was asked: "I‘d like to turn to the subject of gay mar—
riage. The highest court in your home state of Massachusetts
has said that same sex couples do have the right to marry. 1
know you‘ve said that you oppose gay marriage, but would you
support a constitutional amendment that would define marriage
as a heterosexual union?"
He replied: "Well, it depends entirely on the language of
whether it permits civil union and partnership or not. I‘m for civil
union. I‘m for partnership rights.
"I think what ought to condition this debate is not the term
‘marriage," as much as the rights that people are afforded," Kerry
continued. "Obviously under the Constitution of the United
States you need equal protection under the law. And 1 think
equal protection means the rights that go with it. | think the word
‘marriage‘ kind of gets in the way of the whole debate, to be hon—
est with you, because marriage to many people is obviously
what is sanctified by a church. It‘s sacramental. Or by a syna—
gogue or by a mosque or by whatever religious connotation it
has. Clearly there‘s a separation of church and state here. ...
Marriage is a separate institution. I think marriage is under the
church, between a man and a woman, and | think there‘s a sep—
arate meaning to it."
Kerry said this holds true even for civil marriages that are not
conducted in a house of worship.
"Even for those that aren‘t, there‘s still two meanings," he
said. "I mean, the state picked up the concept (of marriage)
afterwards. It‘s a latecomer to the state."
The day after the NPR interview, Kerry‘s campaign said
he was talking about amending Massachusetts‘ Constitution,
not the U.S. Constitution. On Feb. 4, Massachusetts‘
Supreme
Judicial
Court
mandated that the state offer
regular marriage to same—
OUT YOUR
sex couples by May 17, and
some state legislators hope
to amend the state constitu—
tion to block that ruling.
"Senator Kerry opposes a
federal constitutional amend—
Let Your Voice Be Heard
ment, he has always opposed
a federal constitutional amend—
ment on gay marriage," Deputy
Campaign Manager Steve
Elmendorf said in a telephone
call to this reporter, "and if
someone listened to an NPR
interview and believes other—
wise, then he was reacting to a
different question, a question
about
a
Massachusetts
amendment, not a federal con—
stitutional amendment."
Several hours later, the
campaign
e—mailed
this

See Kerry might, page 60

IN

20040

1" — register to vote; then
CAST YOUR BALLOT
VOTER REGISTRATION FORMS AVAILABLE ONLINE AT:
TENNESSEE: www.state.tn.us/sos/election/outlines.htm
MISSISSIPPI: www.sos.state.ms.us/elections/VoterRegistration
ARKANSAS: www.sosweb.state.ar.us/elections_voter_registration.html
OR contact Family & Friends at FamilyMag@aol.com or (901) 682—2669
and we‘ll email/mail you the appropriate form.
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Log Cabin Republicans fight Constitutional amend

"Log Cabin Republicans are more determined than ever to
fight the anti—family Constitutional amendment with all our
resources," said Log Cabin Executive Director Patrick Guerriero,
in response to the President‘s announcement that he will push
for the anti—family amendment. "Writing discrimination into our
Constitution violates conservative and Republican principles.
This amendment would not strengthen marriage — it would
weaken our nation.
"As conservative Republicans," Guerriero said, "we are out—
raged that any Republican — particularly the leader of our party
and this nation — would support any effort to use our sacred
United States Constitution as a way of scoring political points in
an election year.
"Hundreds of loyal gay and lesbian Republicans and our
allies serve in the Bush administration, work on his re—election
campaign and work for GOP members of Congress," he contin—
ued. "Gay and lesbian Americans serve with distinction and
courage in our armed forces — helping fight the war on terror. We
are firmly resolved to defeat this amendment and continue our
mission to build a Republican Party based on freedom, fairness
and equality.
"Today the President has embraced an amendment that is
the product of the radical right," Guerriero said. "They have mas—
tered the art of gay—bashing after decades of practice. Log Cabin
bases our opposition to this anti—family amendment on the prin—
ciples of American freedom outlined in our Constitution. History
will not look back kindly on this assault of our Constitution. The
anti—family Constitutional amendment would turn back the clock
on gay and lesbian basic rights by denying not only civil mar—

Kerry might
from page 59
any Act of Congress, or of any ruling, regulation or interpretation
of the various administrative bureaus and agencies of the United
States, the word ‘marriage‘ means only a legal union between
one man and one woman as husband and wife, and the word
‘spouse‘ refers only to a person of the opposite sex who is a hus—
band or a wife."
Kerry told NPR: "I opposed it (DOMA) because | thought it
was gaybashing on the floor of the United States Senate. It was
one of those examples of ideological Republicans trying to drive
wedges into the electorate of America, and | objected to the
Senate being used for that, even as I still said at the time, ‘I don‘t
personally support (gay) marriage as we understand it within the
context of religion.""
On Feb. 4, Kerry voiced his disagreement with the
Massachusetts ruling which, in addition to mandating legaliza—
tion of full same—sex marriage, forcefully rejected the notion of
civil unions as unconstitutional.
"The history of our nation has demonstrated that separate is
seldom, if ever, equal," the court said.
Kerry states: "I believe the right answer is civil unions. I
oppose gay marriage and disagree with the Massachusetts
court‘s decision."
Rex Wockner has reported news for the gay press since 1985. His
work has appeared in more than 200 gay publications. He has a B.A. in
journalism from Drake University, started his career as a radio reporter
and has written extensively for the mainstream media, as well.
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riage, but also civil unions and possibly even domestic partner—
ships. That is why Log Cabin considers support for this amend—
ment a declaration of war on gay and lesbian families and an
attack on our sacred Constitution.
"We are disappointed that some Republican leaders have
abandoned the conservative principles on which this party was
built," Guerriero concluded. "Liberty, equality and Federalism
form the bedrock of Republican values. The President and some
other leaders in our party have turned away from these princi—
ples to satisfy the radical right in an election year. Simply put,
this is politics over principle."
John Kerry
from page 58
this President accountable for ‘No Child Left Behind." He men—
tioned how, as a prosecutor in his home state of Massachusetts,
he saw many young men, actually adolescents, be sent to prison
for heinous crimes.
"In every case, there was an absence of adults in their lives,"
Kerry said. He then noted the irony of spending $50,000 to
$70,000 a year to house one of these adolescents in prison ver—
sus spending $10,000 a year for programs such as Head Start.
"I will fund and change ‘No Child Left Behind," Kerry said,
explaining his strategy for the federal grading system of all of
America‘s public schools. "I‘ll raise the standards and (see to it
that it) doesn‘t punish schools. I‘ll not (label) the entire school
‘bad‘ when the care of a few will take care of it (substandard rat—
ings in the "No Child Left Behind" system).
"III see to it that there is a $4,000 per pupil tax credit for college
(students)," he added, speaking on the costs of higher education.
Noting the arrogance that the present administration has
shown the nations of the world, Kerry said he would take steps
to mend broken bridges and re—establish the United States in the
company of the rest of the world.
"I pledge to you I will go to the United Nations and rejoin the
Community of Nations on your behalf and we will turn over a
proud new chapter with the world," Kerry said. "Just because we
have the biggest house on the block doesn‘t mean we don‘t have
to be a good neighbor."
Although Kerry did not speak about gay civil rights, the mar—
riage amendment or any other GLBT—related issues, he did
touch on the issue of AIDS, not only in America but worldwide.
"We have a president who has turned his back on AIDS,"
Kerry said. "I wrote (the first Ryan White Comprehensive AIDS
Resources Emergency Act) with Senator Frist three years ago.
It is still not funded.
"We need to reclaim our democracy and let the people set the
agenda for the country," Kerry continued. "We need to move
here on Earth every independence. You have the privilege
envied by people across the planet."
In closing, Kerry asked the people for their vote, "Like father,
like son, one term and you‘re done. ... Stand with me .... we will
say ‘mission accomplished.""
Following his remarks, Kerry shook hands, posed for pictures
and signed autographs for the many people in attendance.
Likewise, then presidential hopeful General Wesley Clark
was also in Memphis on Feb. 9, on Beale Street. He has since
withdrawn from the race and made public his support of Kerry.

o
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Yes, Virginia, there are gay Republicans
Gay Republicans — yes, Virginia, there are some (25 percent
of all openly—gay voters voted Republican in the last presidential
race) — have really risen to the challenge. The Log Cabin
Republicans, the first national gay Republican organization,
have been outspoken in their challenge to the president and
Republican party leaders to stop promoting the inclusion of anti—
gay bigotry in the U.S. Constitution.
Their competition in gay Republican circles, the Republican
Unity Coalition (RUC), is not our friend at all. This is a group that
was organized shortly after the Bush election victory. It puts itself
out there as a kind of "gay—straight alliance," bringing together
gay and straight Republicans who want to see more inclusion in
the Republican party. On its face, sounds like a great group —
they even had Mary Cheney, the VP‘s openly—lesbian daughter,
on their advisory board (until she mysteriously quit), and former
President Gerald Ford is presently on the RUC‘s advisory board.
All looks good, right? Wrong.
The RUC has spent way too much time acting as a shill for
the Bush Administration at the expense of the gay community
itself. One need look no further than RUC Chairman Charles
Francis‘s quote to the New York Times, following the president‘s
unprecedented attack on the gay community in the State of the
Union. Francis took the opportunity to defend Bush, telling the
Times, "There is not an anti—gay bone in (Bush‘s) body."
Apparently Francis, who admits he‘s a newcomer to gay poli—
tics, doesn‘t understand the most basic premise of his job as a
civil rights "leader." It is not to help elect politicians who would
ensconce anti—gay bigotry in the U.S. Constitution, so long as
those same politicians secretly love us in their hearts. His job, at
its very minimum, is to help elect politicians who, regardless of
what‘s in their heart, are opposed to legislative gay—bashing.
Once your primary concern becomes protecting your "friendship"
with the Republican party at all costs — and at the expense of your
own principles — we, as a community, have no more use for you.
The same goes for anyone on the left who tries to provide
cover for Democrats who support this amendment or don‘t come

out full—square against the tidal wave of anti—gay legislation being
enacted all across the country.
Having said all of that, thank you to the many gay and straight
Republicans who have written to me about your concern over the
president‘s State of the Union. I know there are a lot of you folks
who actually do care about us all, and it‘s much appreciated.
But for any Republicans and Democrats on the fence about
whether it‘s a good idea to make this issue a hot potato ("Gee,
wouldn‘t it be better for my candidate if they didn‘t have to talk
about gay marriage at all?"), for anyone worried about whether
it‘s "smart" politically to turn this into a war, I‘ve got news for you.
It IS a war and we‘re losing.
Thirty—eight states have passed anti—gay legislation over the
issue of gay marriage. Ohio‘s is just the latest and the worst and
the momentum is growing. The U.S. House is set to vote on the
issue in June. Anti—gay hate groups are testifying in Congress
and trying to get federal funding for their vicious propaganda. If
we don‘t start raising holy hell right now, we‘re going to wake up
in June with hatred and discrimination against gays on its way to
being enshrined in the Constitution and we‘re going to wake up
in November with another four years of a president willing to sell
us out to curry favor with far—right hate groups.
This is not a "dangerous" issue; it‘s a WINNING issue for any
Democrat, indeed any politician, who frames the debate proper—
ly and shows how these people are radicals who hate freedom,
radicals who attack mainstream religions that don‘t agree with
them and radicals willing to sell out their own sons and daugh—
ters to gain a few points in the polls.
John Aravosis is the author of "The List," a free email newsletter,
available online at gayadvocacy.com. The views expressed in this
column are those of
the writer and are not
necessarily those of
f&
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February, the month of Love and History.
Normally I would be on the road traveling with the
@
@
theater company | work for out of Detroit, but spiritually, I want—
ed to be at home with you, the reader, and the village.
Some brothers of the state of Tennessee are preparing for a
conference in Jackson, Miss., hosted by Jackson State
University‘s Mississippi Urban Research Center and the CDC,
entitled the UJIMA Skills Building Institute Conference 2004.
Bisexual and same—gender loving men of color from as far as
California, Florida and D.C., will be in attendance.
| encourage you, the reader (both male and female), to get
more involved locally so you can attend such events. Where and
how can you start? I‘m glad you asked!
For the national reader, seek out your local agencies and
social communities to get involved in a POSITIVE way.
Volunteer at your nearest pride event and stay ACTIVE all year.
If you can‘t find anything, start it in your own space.
For my local villagers, we have gatherings and meetings for
open—minded individuals — gay, straight, bi, questioning, black,

CONGRATULATIONS
to Club Allusions
on its 1st anniversary!

Matféd Priﬁts * Post Cards
don straun
P.O. Box
750119
New Orleans,
70175
(G04) LA
895—1759
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at 6
white, it doesn‘t matter — every Wednesday night, beginning
gather
We
Claybrook.
North
p.m., at the "Haven," located at 28
together to eat, talk and just chill; we really go there! the South
Let me send out a salute to our everyday heroes in
and abroad. It‘s too many to name and we know who they are.
If you, the reader, have to wonder, just look in the mirror and
smile. Each day you get up and attempt to do good, that makes
you SOMEBODY!
And, don‘t forget, Club Allusions Entertainment Complex will
celebrate its one—year anniversary the first weekend in March.
Trust Ladybug on this one, you will want to be there for the
entire weekend!
And, as always, my babies, ... Happy Pride, Chil—ren, Happy Pride!
Journalists of color set to
attend pro convention
s of
Representing 7,000 journalists of color, UNITY: Journalistasso—
Color Inc. is a strategic alliance comprised of four national
n, National
ciations: Asian American Journalists Associatio
on of
Association of Black Journalists, National Associati
s
Hispanic Journalists and the Native American Journalist
4
Aug.
place
take
will
n
Conventio
2004
UNITY
Association. The
to 8 at the Washington D.C. Convention Center. Journalist
Although the National Lesbian and Gay have a
Association (NLGJA) is not a member of UNITY, it willincluding
significant presence at the UNITY convention this year, of a
participation in panels, receptions, parties and the hosting
Sunday brunch in the park.
The NLGJA will award five need—based scholarships, which willto
cover convention registration and travel expenses (up tothe$500)
the UNITY 2004 Convention. For more information on.html.schol—
The
arships, go online to www.nigja.org/events/unity2004
deadline for applying for a scholarship is May 3.
Registration is now available for the UNITY 2004 Convention.
The convention registration fee for non—members of UNITY is
$400. Advance registration runs through June 15. All registra—
tions postmarked after June 15 will be considered on—site. The
registration fee includes one ticket to the opening and closing
events, an alliance banquet and the brunch. All special events
will be ticketed.
For more information, go online to www.unityjournalists.org.
Operation: Rebirth is seeking stories for an upcoming book.
The book will be a collection of life stories of African—
American SGL people who have suffered spiritual abuse and/or
personal difficulty at the hand of the black church.
The purpose of the book will be not just to inform the public
at large about this dilemma, but to hopefully let the churches see
first—hand, from the mouths of the people who they are called to
serve, how gay—bashing and homophobia is detrimental to the
spiritual health of the individuals, the church and the community
at large.
To submit information so the editors of this book can contact
you, or for more information on this organization, go online to
www.operationrebirth.com.
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pm, Core Group Meeting
5th, 1—9 pm, Movie Day
6th, Bar Zap @ The Paragon
6th, Promotional Outreach @ The Paragon
9th, 5 pm, Core Group Meeting
16th, 7 pm, Movie Night
17th, 7 pm, March Birthday Party
19th, 5 pm, Core Group Meeting
20th, Promotional Outreach @ The Paragon
26th, 5 pm, Core Group Meeting
f
27th, 5 pm, Bowling Alley
27th, Promotional Outreach @ The Paragon

o Evergreen near"

Z4
—1024 OR (901) 274.1810”.
March 2004 FAMILY & friends 63

SALLUSIONS

0

64

FAMILY & friends

t

Entertainmen

Marck 2004

Complex

3--_|| | I |\Jf\;
Entertainment
a
2
z
J_.J
ﬂf Y

JD/ 2004
FRIDAY,

S341 UR

AARCH
Jer
Free Food & C

goos

7, di

ECIATION DANCE PARTY
Allusions Title Holders
pagne To All e NO COVER

March 2004 FAMILY &friends 65

——

2865 Wainut Grove
Memphis. TIN 38119 ———
monesate

|

TIIEIIETIIII

jMie0sft "Sue
a lg i

'

30132“[1026

men/15120011esHowTimEdam
525romueamareun‘sairsuanailiy

npostof,
iretssenmennea
owrie:1aM.
SAronoay=Imanch2032004snn/I
r ONCHl

MAﬂﬂﬂ/ﬂkspfemsnuWi

yisTaLenT.Ment,
TCE rhe panaconsunda
$ﬂ50Cash

Illfwnvmfmrfeﬂm
PvPME omission: FheBcFoRe 10PM.&$3ThEREAFTER
66 FAMILY &friends March 2004

Mempnis Bar & Theater Guide

Backstreet Memphis
2018 Court Street
(901) 276—5522

Bl

Madison Flame
1588 Madison Avenue
(901) 278—9839

Printer‘s Alley
322 S. Cleveland
(901) 725—9809

m

Circuit Playhouse
1705 Poplar Avenue
(901) 726—4656

Crossroads
1278 Jefferson
(901) 276—8078

Metro Memphis
1349 Autumn Street
(901) 274—8010

B

Emerald Theatre Company
2085 Monroe Avenue
(901) 722—9302

Crossroads 2
111 North Claybrook
(901) 276—1882

Allusions (inset)
3204 North Thomas
(901) 357—8383

C

Maico‘s Studio on the Square
2105 Court Avenue
Movie Hotline: (901) 681—2020

J—Wags
1268 Madison Avenue
(901) 725—1909

One More
2117 Peabody
(901) 278—MORE

D

Playhouse on the Square
51 South Cooper
(901) 726—4656

m The Pumping Station
1382 Poplar Avenue
(901) 272—7600

The Jungle

1474 Madison Avenue
(901) 278—4313
Lorenz/Aftershock
1528 Madison Avenue

3
GLBT Retailers

Paragon

INZ & OUTZ Cards & Gifts

E 2865 Walnut Grove Rd.
(901) 320—0026

(901) 274—8272

* 553 South Cooper
(901) 728—6535

NOT ON MAP
The Orpheum
203 South Main Street
(901) 525—3000
Theatre Memphis

630 Perkins Exterijed
(901) 682—8323
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“IBEGTOBY AREA GLBT ResouRcE GUIDE
(601) 982—JACK (5225), 9 p.m.—? mFri. &
BARS/NIGHTCLUBS
Sat., website: www.jacksonbars.co
Memphis, Tennessee
JACK‘S CONSTRUCTION SITE (aka
425 North Mart Plaza, (601) 362
ALLUSIONS, 3204 North Thomas in the JC‘S),
p.m.—? 7 Days A Week, website:
5
Northgate Shopping Center (in the back), 3108,
ars.com
cksonb
www.ja
p.m.
9
(901) 357—8383. Open at
ays.
Saturd
and
s
Thursdays, Friday
BARS/NIGHTCLUBS
BACKSTREET MEMPHIS, 2018 Court
Mississippi
Meridian,
Street, (901) 276—5522, Fri. & Sat. 8
125 Russel Drive, (601) 484—
p.m.—6 a.m., Sun. 8 p.m. to 3 a.m., QC DISCO,
a.m. Thur.—Sat., 6 p.m.?
p.m.—2
8
4111,
www.backstreetmemphis.com
co@aol.com
QCDis
email:
Sun.,
2,
DS
SROA
CROSSROADS & CROS
ook,
Claybr
North
111
&
son
1278 Jeffer
BARS/NIGHTCLUBS
(901) 276—1882, Noon—3 a.m., 7 Days A
Tupelo, Mississippi
Week
767—
RUMORS, 637 Highway 145, (662)— Sat.,
J—WAG‘S, 1268 Madison Avenue, (901)
Thurs.
a.m.
—1
p.m.
8
725—1909, Open 24 Hours A Day, 7 Days 9500,
email: rumors@futuresouth.com
A Week
e,
Avenu
on
Madis
1474
E,
BARS/NIGHTCLUBS
THE JUNGL
(901) 278—4313, 4 p.m.—3 a.m. Mon. Fri./3
Hot Springs, Arkansas
p.m.—3 a.m. Sat. & Sun.
, 660 East Grand Avenue,
LORENZ/AFTERSHOCK, 1528 Madison OUR HOUSE
Ark. (501) 624—6868,. Mon,—
,
Springs
Hot
Avenue, (901) 274—8272, open 24 hours
3 a.m., Sat., 7 p.m. to 2 a.m.
to
p.m.
7
Fri.,
a day, 7 days a week
MADISON FLAME, 1588 Madison
BARS/NIGHTCLUBS
Avenue, (901) 278—9839, 7 p.m.—3 a.m.
Little
Rock, Arkansas
Wed., Fri. & Sat./5 p.m.—? Thurs.
BACKSTREET—LITTLE ROCK, 1021
METRO MEMPHIS, 1349 Autumn Street,
Road, (501) 662—2744,
Jessie
a
(901) 274—8010, 6 p.m.—3 a.m., 7 days
9 p.m.—5 a.m., website:
n.
Fri.—Mo
week
nceclub.com.
reetda
Backst
ONE MORE, 2117 Peabody, (901) 278—
1021 Jessie Road, (501)
ERY,
DISCOV
a.m.
a.m.—3
11
(6673),
MORE
only, 9 p.m.—5 a.m., web—
Sat.
4,
664—478
Sun.
3
a.m.
Mon.—Sat./ncon—
.com
htdisco
Latenig
site:
PARAGON, 2865 Walnut Grove Road,
(901) 320—0026, Thurs.—Sun. 8 p.m.—?
SOCIAL
THE PUMPING STATION, 1382 Poplar
Memphis,
Tennessee
Avenue, (901) 272—7600, 4 p.m. to 3 a.m.
DA, a social and volunteer pro—
Mon.—Friday, 3 p.m. to 3 a.m. Sat. & Sun. 2xLAMB
to both men and women, ages
open
gram
BARS/NIGHTCLUBS
20 to 29, (901) 223—3331
Chattanooga, Tennessee
BETA EPSILON CHAPTER OF BETA PHI
SORORITY INC., is a social serv—
OMEGA
504—
(423)
Street,
19th
West
27
MI—NITE,
ion for feminine lesbian, bisexu—
organizat
ice
3650, Thurs.—Sun. 9 p.m.—3 a.m.
xual women of all races,
heterose
and
al
855—
(423)
,
IMAGES, 6005 Lee Highway
email: betaepsilonchap—
,
281—0830
(901)
week,
a
days
7
a.m.,
3
to
p.m.
5
8210,
website:
oo.com,
ter@yah
Email:
www.mirage—complex.com,
.net
phiomega
www.beta
om
mail.c
ex@hot
_compl
mirage
B.G.A.L.A., (University of Memphis
BARS/NIGHTCLUBS
Students for Bisexual, Gay & Lesbian
Jackson, Tennessee
Association), a social, political and edu—
meets the first and
THE OTHER SIDE, 3883 Highway 45 ational organization
month, e—mail:
each
of
Mondays
third
North, (901) 668—3749, 5 p.m.—midnight
www.peo—
du,
phis.e
cc.Mem
BGALA@
p.m.—3
Fri./7
a.m.
p.m.—3
Sun.—Thurs., 5
~bgala
his.edu/
ple.memp
a.m. Sat.
COTTON PICKIN‘ SQUARES—MEM—
BARS/NIGHTCLUBS
PHIS, (901) 272—2116, Meets Thursdayl
Jackson, Mississippi
nights at 7:30 p.m. at Prescott Memoria
The
Baptist Church, 499 Patterson (Near
Amite
West
CLUB CITY LIGHTS, 220
University of Memphis), Square dancing
Street, (601) 353—0059
JACK & JILL‘S, 3911 Northview Drive, social group
RainBow
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JUST FOR US MEMPHIS, is a edsocial
group welcoming single or partner les—
are
bians ages 18+. Some gatherings and
designed specifically for members
their children, (901) 268—1903, email:
justforusmemphis@yahoo.com of the
LIFE IN THE MEDIAN, a program ity
Memphis Gay & Lesbian Commun in
Center, is open to men and women
their late 20s and beyond. (901) 857 8523,
MEMPHIS AREA GAY YOUTH (MAGY)
P.O. Box 241852, Memphis, TN 38124,
for
(901) 335—6249, Peer support group les—
gay,
with
dealing
olds
13— to 21—year
gender issues,
bian, bisexual & /magy
www.gaymemphis.com
MEMPHIS BEARS, 1066 Wrenwood,
73,
Memphis, TN 38122, (901) 323—47
Meets the 2nd Saturday of every month
at The Pumping Station, 1382 Poplar
Ave., at 10 p.m. « MEN ONLY, Email:
info@memphis—bears.com, www.mem—
phisbears.com
MEMPHIS GAY & LESBIAN COMMUNI—
TY CENTER, 892 South Cooper
Memphis, 38104, (901) 278—4297, town—
hall meetings every other month; Thurs—
Fri, 6 to 10 p.m.; Sat and Sun, 2 to 10
p.m. and Mon, 6 to 10 p.m.
MEMPHIS PRIDE INC., P.O. Box 111265,
Memphis, TN 38111—1265, email:
Memphisprideparade@earthlink.net,
Monthly open meetings have been sus—
pended indefinitely
MIRROR IMAGE, PO. Box 11052,
Memphis, TN 38111—0052, A support groupy
for trans individuals meets the 3rd Saturda
of every month at 7 p.m., For more infor—
mation and locations of meetings, write or
email at memphisgroup@usa.com
MYSTIC KREWE OF APHRODITE, a
social and service organization, women
only, P.O. Box 11483, Memphis, TN 38111—
1483, email:aphroditemem@yahoo.com,
website: www.geocities.com/aphrodite—
mem
NOBLE KREWE OF HATHOR, a social
sup—
organization of men and women who area
s
Memphi
local
e
port and promot
charitable programs, P.O. Box 820901,
Memphis, TN 38182—0901, www.krewe—
ofhathor.com
PEL.A.G., (Parents, Family & Friends
of Lesbians & Gays), (901) 754—3136,
Support meetings for parents, family and
friends of gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgendered persons, email:
amdrake@mem.po.com
TENNESSEE LEATHER TRIBE, (901)
357—1921, Club nights and meetings

RanBow DIRECTORY
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vary; contact for info — men and women
welcome, www.tnleathertribe.org, email:
info@tnleathertribe.org
TSARUS MEMPHIS, P.O. Box 41082,
Memphis, TN 38174, (901) 276—4132,
Levi—leather club meets the 3rd Saturday
of every month at The Pumping Station,
1382 Poplar Aveune, at 10 p.m. « MEN
ONLY, Email: info@tsarus.org, website:
www.tsarus.org
MEMPHIS BLACK SGL ALLIANCE, 28
North Claybrook, Memphis, TN 38104,
(901)274—0163, Cultural, educational,
community awareness organization.
MGLCC BOOK CLUB, a program of the
Memphis Gay & Lesbian Community
Center, 892 South Cooper, meets the
third Thursday of each month at 7 p.m.
email:bmoody@mem.net
SOCIAL
Knoxville, Tennessee
LAMBDA STUDENT UNION, a social and
educational organization for GLBT, question—
ing and straight students at The University of
Tennessee—Knoxville, 315 University Center,
Box 315, 1502 West Cumberland Ave.,
Knoxville, TN 37996—4800, Iambda@utk.edu,
website: web.utk.edu/~lambda/
SOCIAL
Pil EST eTel
GLBA OF OLE MISS, P.O. Box 3541,
University, MS 38677, (662) 915—7049,
email: glba@olemiss.edu
GLBF, P.O. Box 233, MS State, MS
39762, (662) 325—8241, email:
glbf@org.msstate.edu,www.msstate.edu/
org/glibf
PFLAG—TUPELO, 115A Issac Drive,
Tupelo, MS 38801, (662) 566—2282, email:
Alliance 22 Bo
aol.com,
Tupelo.
USM
GAY/STRAIGHT
ALLIANCE,
email:GSAlliance@usm.edu or thespyms
@yahoo.com, website: www.usm.edu/gsa
SOCIAL
Arkansas
SAFE HARBOR NEA, A confidential sup—
port and social group for GLBT persons,
ages 25 and under, in northeast
Arkansas, (870) 932—6545, P.O. Box 226,
Jonesboro, AR 72403, www.safeharbor—
nea.com
SOCIAL
Missouri

VISIONS OF PRIDE COMMUNI—
TY CENTER, 30 North Pacific,

(CONTINUED)

Cape
Girardeau,
MO
63701,
(573)
651—6220,
email:
DeltaDyke@aol.com,
home—
town.aol.com/deltadyke/myhome—
page/gaypride.htm|

334—3349, education and prevention.
SOUTHERN AIDS COMMISSION, 5565
Robinson Road Ext., Suite Q, Jackson,
MS 39284, (601) 371—3019, direct
HIV/AIDS services.

WHOLENESS
Memphis, Tennessee

SPIRITUAL
Memphis, Tennessee

FEAST FOR FRIENDS DINNER, (901)
INTEGRITY MEMPHIS, 102 N. Second
272—0855, Dinner is served the 1st and
Street, Memphis, TN 38103, (901) 525 6602,
3rd Monday of every month at St. John‘s
People of all faiths and ideologies are wel—
United Methodist Church, Bellevue @
come, Meets the 3rd Tuesday of every month
Peabody, beginning at 6 p.m.
at 6:30 p.m. at Calvary Episcopal Church.
MEMPHIS REGIONAL PLANNED PAR—
Dinner at 7 p.m., www.geocities.com/integri—
ENTHOOD,
1407
Union
Avenue
ty_memphis/main.html
Extended, 3rd Floor
(901) 725—1717,
LAMBDA CIRCLE, (901) 278—6786,
HIV & STD testing, gynecological preven—
Open to all GLBT persons of faith to
tive care
join in an affirming time of prayer,
MEMPHIS HIV FAMILY CARE NET—
Bible study and discussion., Meets
WORK, 880 Madison Avenue, Memphis,
the 2nd Tuesday of every month from
TN, (901) 545—8265, Free comprehen—
First
at..
p.m....
8:30...
to
6:30...
sive, supportive services and voc/rehab
Congregational Church, 1000 S.
services to the HIV—positive
Cooper Street.
NICOTINE ANONYMOUS MEETING,
QUEER DHARMA, (901) 327—2677, meets
Saturdays 10 a.m., Christ United
the second Sunday at 2 p.m. at the MGLCC,
Methodist Church, 4488 Poplar Avenue.
892 S. Cooper, email: jmaynard2@earth—
(901) 278—6234
|
link.net, www.dhamaramemphis.com
THE POSITIVE LIVING CENTER, 1000
SPIRITUAL
South Cooper Street, Memphis, TN, (901)
Other Locales
726—6022 « Tuesday—Saturday, noon to 8
p.m. Provides opportunities for persons
CAMP SISTER SPIRIT, P.O. Box 12,
affected by HIV/AIDS to manage the dis—
Oveftt, MS 39464, Feminist education/cul—
ease in a holistic manner, free of charge.
tural/retreat center, www.campsisterspir—
YWCA ENCORE, MedPlex, 880 Madison
it.com, email: sisterspir@aol.com
Avenue, (901) 754—4356, Support group
MCC OF THE RAINBOW, 5565
for lesbians with breast cancer meets
Robinson Rd. Ext., Ste. Q, Jackson, ‘MS
every Wednesday from 10 a.m. to noon
39204, (601) 372—6644, Sunday Service
SERIOUS SOBER OPEN AA MEETING,
at 11:30 a.m.
(an open men & women‘s Alcoholics
POLITICAL
Anonymous meeting), Meets each Friday
Tennessee
at 8 p.m. at Prescott Memorial Baptist
Church, 499 Patterson (near The
MEMPHIS FREETHOUGHT ALLIANCE, an
University of Memphis), (901) 324 9200
association of atheists, agnostics and secular
humanists, meets the third Sunday at the
WHOLENESS
Memphis Public Library, 3030 Poplar Ave.,
Mississippi
Room C, call Jim Maynard at (901) 327—2677,
BUILDING BRIDGES INC., 2147 Henry
email: memphisfreethought@yahoo.com,
Hill Drive, Suite 206, Jackson, MS 39204,
www.geocities.com/memphisfreethought.
(601) 922—0100. Education, prevention,
MEMPHIS LESBIAN & GAY COALITION
support group.
FOR JUSTICE, P.O. Box 241363,
COMMUNITY SWITCHBOARD OF Ms
Memphis, TN 38124, (901) 327—2677.
GAY/LESBIAN ALLIANCE, (601) 346—
Email:
migci@yahoo.com,
website:
4379, operated seven days a week, 24
www.geocities.com/migc}.
hours a day. Information and referral on
MEMPHIS LOG CABIN REPUBLICANS,
GLBT issues and HIV/AIDS.
meets the third Sunday at 2 p.m. at the
MS GAY/LESBIAN ALLIANCE, 5565
MGLCC, 892 S. Cooper and meets the first
Robinson Road Ext., Suite Q, Jackson,
Wednesday at 7 p.m. at area restaurants,
MS 39284, (601) 371—3019.
groups.yahoo.com/group/MemphisLCR.
SOUTHERN AIDS COMMISSION, P.O.
Box 293, Greenville, MS 38702, (662)
See Rainbow Directory, page 78
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MEMPHIS STONEWALL DEMOC—
RATS, meets the fourth Saturday at 2
p.m. at the MGLCC, 892 S. Cooper,
www.geocities.com/mphsstonewallem,
(901) 327—2677, email: mphsstonewall—
dem @yahoo.com
POLITICAL
Mississippi
EQUALITY MISSISSIPPI, P.O. Box 6021,
Jackson, MS 39288—6021, (601) 936
7673,
email:
EqualityMSs@EqualityMS.org, website:
www. EqualityMS .org
SPORTS
Memphis, Tennessee
BLUFF CITY SPORTS ASSOCIATION,
P.O. Box 41803, Memphis, TN 38174
1803, (901) 461—0891, email: memphis—
gaysoftball@yahoo.com, Softball league
open to GLBT individuals.
BROTHERS & SISTERS BOWLING
LEAGUE, Winchester Bowl, 3703 S.
Mendenhall @ Winchester, (901) 722—

5236 or (901) 465—4371. Email: memphis—
gaybowlin@aol.com. This co—ed bowling
league meets every Sunday at 6 p.m.
FRONT RUNNERS MEMPHIS, Memphis‘s
first gay and lesbian running club, meets twice
a week, Info@FrontrunnersMemphis.org,
www.FrontrunnersMemphis.org.
PINK PISTOLS MEMPHIS, GLBT and gay—
friendly men and women who are dedicated to
the legal, safe and responsible use of firearms
for self—defense of the sexual—minority commu—
nity. Meets the fourth Sunday from 2 to 4 p.m.
at Range USA, 2770 (old) Whitten Road,
Memphis, TN. (901) 383—9110, email: mem—
p his @ pin k pistols. o rg,
www.pinkpistols.org/local/memphis.

DRS. MICHAEL D. WEINBERG &
JASON DUNCAN at THE ECLECTIC
EYE, 242 South Cooper Street, (901) 276—
EYES (3937)
DENTISTS
WILLIAM N. CASTLE, DDS, general den—
tistry, 79 North Cooper Street, Memphis,
TN 38104. Call (901) 685—5008 for an
appointment.

If Your
Organization
Isn‘t

WELLNESS
Memphis, Tennessee
DOCTORS
DR. DANIEL P. MARSHALL, M.D., gener—
al practioner, 515 North Highland, (901)
323—1200

Here,
a
(901)

Listed
Give

Call

Us

at

682—2669

OPTOMETRISTS

MEMPHIS‘ FINEST AND MOST
COMPLETE ADULT
ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS
VIDEO RENTALS AND SALES — PREVIEW BOOTHS
PAN TIA 5 Y
WAREHOUSE"
FANTASY
WaAREAOUSE*

V
791 N. White Station Road /
(901) 683—9649
a a oe e e e e e e e e e e e e n e e e # oe a e e e ce
Executive South (South)
1847 E. Brooks Road
Mini Theatre (Brooks Rd. Only) + (901) 345—0825
a e # e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 6 s e e e e ce
Fantasy Warehouse #4 (North)
2532 N. Watkins + (901) 358—8642
Fantasy Warehouse #1 (East)

NOW RENTING DVDs
Employment Opportunities Available
P o. Nipro puceves

Wie# ‘w

ESSE & checks accepted at #1 and #4 ONLY

OPEN Monday — Saturday, 8 a.m. to Midnight
Closed Sundays & Holidays
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629 MONROE AVE

@ DANCES

© Grours rrom 30 to 300.

® Music Snowcases

® REASONABLE Rates.

® Business LuncHrEons

® SPECIAL CATERER RATES.

® Wepoing Recerrions

® Private PartTiEs or ALL Kinps

For more mrormation: Cui
ck on
PREMIEREPALACE.COM OR CALL

ARE WeErcome!

Mic Topp at (901) 725—5625.

NEED

SOMETHING

Even

WE

Got

BIGGER?

You

CovERrED!

WE HAVE A FULLY FURNISHED EVENT ROOM WITH:
® Stace witn BackstAgE DrREssING AREA
® Pro. Sounb/LiaHtINa/Aupto Visuat SystEM
® FULL SERVICE EvENT BAR
® TAsLes & ChHaiRs (To sEAT MORE THAN 300 PEOPLE)
® Accommonates Grours or Ur to 700!
Bar Soe Oren TuEs turu SAT

345 MADISON AVE

4rM to JAM
MARCH SPECIALS
$2 Domestic Lona NEcks + $1 DRAFTS

Or Just A CooL

*+ FREE Poot wirh PURCHASE ®
+ UnEscortEp Lapiss Get 1/2 Price At thE Bar —

PLACE to

Hanc

Out?

More TnHan 100 Frees Parxing SPaces!
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v6

Mustang GT Premium
Convertible shown in
black with 40th
Anniversary
Package

2004 Thunderbird
shown in Merlot

5299 Summer Avenue

(across from Garden Ridge)

A name you know, people you trust, fer more than 70 years!

At LEWIS FORD,
* Lewis Ford employees and AX&Z plan employeesare ineligible
72 FAMILY & friends March 2004

we‘re

all

FAMILY!

